THE 


RATIONAL HUMOURIST 


— 
— 
— 
— 
— 
al 


* 
"4 


ML num“ 


LOR ON ZLSPLYHNLG 


— 10h wr ery 9 erent en ones + pA 

- - „ „ 

4 Kl 
N 4 


To 2 24 
$44 $4 $6344 1 4:4 
ien 434* +4 
$#344 + 444 > 204.0 
444 4 of . : 
24 14 b4 v4 

1444 

1H 
a. " $44 #44 


Wy 114410 10 


Nn 
$4,494 


— 


— — 
— — 


REED. 
ä 
= ETFS 


$M 
it d 
7 14 
4 $4114 
77 1 Hy 
: 54547 : 
$4341 
$44 + 


| 4+ 
: #14 " 
:, Mfſſtſſig 
ine, 
4 


— 


OOTY 


an 1 . 6 Vernon & Hood, Loutthy 


S- 
Er, 
1700 


5 


its. 


—c ww 


—  — 


. 


* — a. 2 — — RO" „„ — — * — 


3 . e „ 


THE 


RATIONAL HUMOURIST: 


A SELECTION 
OF 
ANECDOTES: 
BON MOTS, &c. 
ELEGANT, SENTIMENTAL, 


AND 


MIRTHFUL. 


LONDON: 


PRINTED FOR VERNOR AND HY9OD; 
No. 31, PouLTRyY, 
„-O- 
1799. 


ſ 
b 7 
4 


PREFACE. 


T a time when so many Publications 
re daily coming forth, possessing the uni- 
ed qualities of Amusement and Instruction 
'r youth, it surely cannot be deemed su— 
erfjuous, to present the juvenile reader 
With a Pocket : Companion, blending with 
legance and Sentiment, the delightſul re- 
. ation of innocent Mirth - a substitute for 
u dangerous mixture, to0 frequently, it 
not always, found in a Jest Book. The 
ompiler is well aware many of his Anec- 
Its s, or Bon Mots, are old, or (as is the 
u nal term with those who read them in their 
pn weened state) 5alc; to those who delight 
purchasing every six-pennyworth of im- 
orality that issues from the Press, they 
tertainly are; but it is presumed, there are 
10u5ands whos young minds have never 
cen sullied by the perusal of the motley 
ollection, to whom they will appear sweet, 
s they allow the charming indulgence of 
Laughter, the source of w hich, REE LEC- 
ION will not disapprove. 
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| IT was a frequent custom of a gentle. 
man, not overburthened with politeness, 
to obtrude himself on his friends, with— 
| out any regard to time or place, and, of 
i course, when they could often have dis- 
pensed wich his company. To one he 
, was particularly troublesome ; and, 
tliougli gencrally forbidden the house, 


on the plea of the absence ol the master, 
2 


he would always excuse himself by one 
of the following evasions, and so get 


zdmittancc; when he would stay till the 
Iilaster or mistress chose to make their 


B appearance: 
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appearance: Oh! not at home! well, 
© Ih just step in and talk a little to the 
children; or, I' just step in and 
% play with the parrot; or, I'll jus. 
„ step in and set my watch by the great 
clock on the stair- case. — One morn- 
ing. TOW ever. thie SOCLV alit Nas Prepare 


| 3 "WRITE 
tor lim; and, Seeing lum from the win- 


dow alvancing towards the house, open— 


| the door at the moment he knocked. 


ut 
and Keeping it nearly closed, said, pret- 
ty loudle, „ my inaster and mistress ars 

' ' 1 ee e 5 
+ both out ; the children are asleep; the 


** Parrot 15 dead: and the clock stands.“ 


_ — 1 


A poor monk went one day into a 
barber's shop, in Paris, and requested to be 
Shaved, . pour {amour de Dieu, (i. e. 
« {or the love of God.' Tie barber, 
not being one of those who love to SACrt- 


ſice 
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vell, hee two-pence to an act ol piety, treated 
the the poor monk with a blunt razor, and 
and water scarcely warm. Under these cir— 

just cunistances, it was impossible the opera- 
Treat tion could he well performed. The bar- 
orn-_. ber scratched and cut the poor victim o. 
Jared his avarice, who sat with tears in his 
win- eyes, longing to be set at liberty. In the 
pen- mcan time, a cat and a monkey making 
e ked. a noise together, at the other side of the 
pret- room, the barber called very loudly to 
$$ are know what was the matter. —“ Oh!“ 
; the © replied the monk, * it is only the mon- 
ds.“ 2 key shaving the cat for the love o 

Goc. 

nto a 
to be A lady, proud of her rank and title. 
(i. e. WAS one day descanting on the superiori— 
aber. ot the nobility over the rest of man- 
cri fy kind. to a large company of - vieiters, 

fice | B 2 Saut 

I 
4 


| 1 
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Says she, “ I think we may very well 
compare the three classes of people, 
*« nobility, gentry, and commonalty, to 
the three classes of tea-drinking uten- 
„ $i1s, china, delt, and crockery.” A 
tew minutes clapsed, when one of the 
company expressed a wish to sce the la- 
dy's little girl, who, it was mentioned, 
was in the nurscry. © Tell the maid, 
+ John,” said she to the tootman, “ to 


, 


bring the little dear.“ The fellow, 
wishing to expose his mistress's ridicu— 
lous pride, cried, loud enough to be 
heard by all the company,“ Crockery! 
bring down little C. 


2p. 


A well-meaning country-lass, who 
was going to town to service, received, 
as the parting advice of a fond father, 
'who had heard her place had been pro- 

cured 


well 
ople, 
y, to 
uten- 
5 
fk the 
je la- 
one d, 
maid, 
0 
How, 
dicu— 
o be 
kery! 


who 
1ved, 
ther, 
pro- 
ured 
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cured in the family of a duke,) an ad 
monition, always, when answering, tv 
This 


injunction she kept so sacred, that 2 


Say * grace, instead of“ sir“. 


journey ot near two hundred miles had 


no influence towards eradicating it from 
her memory. Introduced into the fami- 
ly, some few days past without having 
seen the duke; when one morning she 
happened to meet him in a passage from 
the staircase, so narrow, that he could 
not but observe her; and, seeing her ra- 
ther pretty, jocoscly said, “ so, how do 
you like your place?“ “ Very well,” 
She replied ; “ for what we have recei- 
„ ved the Lord make us truly thankful.” 
He smiled, as may naturally be $up. 
posed ; but, being remarkably good-na. 
tured, asked her which she preferred, 
town or country ;—she, true (as she 
thought) to her father's advice, said, ve- 
ry modestly, „ God's holy name be 


> 
* 


* hlessed 
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{© blessed and. praiscd for this present re- 


* 


freshment, and for all his mercics 
from time to time, &. 


— 


A philosopher and a wit were crossing 
the water, when a high gale arising, the 
philosopher seemed under great appre- 
hension lest he should go to the bottom. 
„Why,“ said his friend, * that will 
suit your genius to a tittle ; as tor my 
part, I am only for skimming the 
surkace of things. 


on 1 


_ The late celebrated Dr. Brown court- 
ed a lady lor many years, though still 
unsuccesskully; during which time he 
lad always accustomed himself to pro- 
pose her health, whenever lie was called 
upon for a lady. But being observed 
one evening to onit it, a gentleman re- 


minded 


"nt re- 
jercies 


ossing 
g, the 
appre- 
ottom. 
ft will 
Or my 


ig the 


court - 
* 1 
1 stil! 
me he 
o pro- 
called 


Served 


minded 


- 


1an re- 


his favourite lady, 
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minded him, he had forgotten to toad 
„Why, indeed,“ 
said the doctor, “ 1 find it all in vain; 1 
have toasted her so many years, and 
* cannot make her Brown, that I am 


„% determined to toast her no longer.“ 
. 


A captain, remarkable lor his uncom- 
mon height, being one diy 2t the rooms 


at Bath, the late Princess Amelia 


was 
+ 2 - nods Or Lap . | 
struck with lus appearance; and being 


told. upon inquiry. his name and fami- 


ly. it was added. he 


1 j — » 
Co W, .'% : 
11101 Veel inen 


! T3 


intended for tle church. + Pather to: 


the Steeple,” replied the 


mourist. 


It is related of the same illustrious 


personage, that, being at cards with 


some young nobleman, when the anta- 


* 
f 


gonists had not Scored one, she said, (as 


B 4 


111 
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in such a case, the term is not unusual, 
« we are five /ove;”” to which he im- 
mediately replied, * yes, my dear.“ 
Tins repartce, however, extremely at- 
fronted her, and $he threw up her cards. 


„2 . 


Michael Angelo, on being advised by 
some of his friends to take notice of the 
insolence of some obscure artist, who 
wished to attract notice, by declaring 
himself his rival, magnanimously re- 
plied, * he who contends with the 
* mean, gains no victory.“ 

„p.. 

Cæsar Borgia, on his death- bed, said. 
„ had provided, in the course of my 
« life, for every thing except death; 
and now, alas! I am to die, though 
completely unprepared for it.” 


Doctor 
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«+ a 


Sual, | Doctor Hough, Bishop of Worcester, 


un Thaving a party at his house, a gentieman 


33 
ear, present requested to be favoured with 


y at- the siglu of a curious weather-glass he 
ards. had lately purchased, and which cost 
lim more than thirty guineas. The ser. 
vant was immediately desired to bring 
ed by AR 3 
it, who, while in the act of delivering 
f the 8 
it to the gentleman, accidentally let it 
Who | i ; 
fall, and, of course, it was broken in a 
aring _ , ; NEE 
thousand pieces, The company were 
re. 8 
h naturally much deranged by the misfor- 
Ts © 1 + : 
tune, but particularly the gentleman who 
had begged to see it.“ Be under no 
concern, sir,“ said the Bishop, smi— 
said. ling. it is rather a lucky omen; we 
have hithe 1 -h dr 
f my e hitherto had much dry weather, 
ith. aud I hope now we shall have some 
7 a . 
„ Train: e . wy 
ongh {© * tor really I do not remembe! 
ever to have scen the glass so low be- 
+. 2s” 
octor ; 87 
L B 5 Sir 
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Sir William Browne being at a parish. 
meeting, made some proposals, which 
were objected to by a farmer. Highly 
enraged, sir,“ says he to the farmer, 
do vou know, sir, that I have been at 


„the two universities, and at two col- 


* 


leges in each university?“ „ Well, 
sir, said the farmer, what of that? 
% had a calt that sucked two cows, 
and the observation I made was, the 
„more he sucked, the 


greater ca/f he 


+ TYoAT' he 
81 CY . 
9 


A judge was once interrogating a poor # 
ignorant public house Keeper, who lived 
near the village pound. * Well, my 
+ friend, said he, © and so you hve by 


% the pound.“ Les, my lord.“ — 


> Wd 


„% Why, then, you sell ale by the 
« pound?. Wir, my lord, I do, 
and I do not, as a body may say.“ ; 

« You |} 


* 8 


parish 4 


which 1 
[1ghly ; 
mer, 
een at 
o col- 
Well, 
that ! 

COWS, 


$. the 


/f he 


1 poor # 
lived 
|, my 

ve by 

(i 
y the 
I do, 
say.“ ; 
You 
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« You do and vou do not! How do you 
mean? let us hear ;—first, how do 
„ vou do?? „ Pretty: well, I thank 
«you, my lord,“ said he, miling, 


„ how do you do?“ 


— "Th 


An honest country gentleman (though 
rather rough) came to another; and, 
among other conversation, thus invite 
lym to his house: „ I have, at home, a 
picture of Reuben's; it is a rare good 
one; my neighbour saw it yesterday, 
and said it was a copy.. A copy! 
** zZounds! if any man says it is a copy, 
„l break his head. Do pra 
come and tell me what you thank of 
. ä 


{Caron — Joo 


It is reported of an Armenian mer— 
chant, that, on hearing a very large ves- 
sel was cast away, on which all tus 


B 6 weaith 
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wealth depended, he exclaimed, ** my 
* heart, I thank God, is still afloat; 
„my spirits shall not sink with my $hip, 
* nor go an inch lower.” 


*. . 


When the Persian ambassador was in 
England, he was paid a handsome com— 
pliment by Captain Topham. As he 
was shewing the many wounds he had 
received in the wars with the Turks, the 
captain said, that his excellency's skin 
would sell for little or nothing, it had 
so many holes in it. 


. 2 . 


It was a clever thought of a little girl. 
who was at dinner among a large party, 
{fearing she had been forgotten to be 
helped.) to crumble some bread on her 
plate, at the same time saying to a boiled 
chicken near her, “ come, biddy, 


c N : * % 
Come. 


A clever 


5 
2 
4 


— f MAb 
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A clever young fellow being at dinner 
at a friend's house, and observing one of 
the company slily pocket a table-spoon, 
let it pass till he prepared to take his 
leave; and then marching up to the 
side-board, took one and put it througl: 
his button-hole. Upon being asked his 
motive for so curious a manœuvre, he re- 
plied. I saw my neighbour here at 
dinner put a spoon in his pocket; and, 
supposing it was a customary thing at 
this house, I preferred taking mine 
„away in my Þbutton-hole. 


It should have been mentioned first, 
that the same gentleman, during dinner, 
having observed the top dish of ſish was 
not quite so fresh as might have been 
wished, took one, and put it to his 
mouth, and then to his car. The lady of 
the house having asked him the reason, 
Ie answered, „ I had a brother who was 


$6 Shtpwrecked 


l 

| 
N 
1 

« 
: 

\ 
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*« $hipwrecked the day betore vestcrday, 
„so was asking it the fish could give 
* any information concerning nis body, 
„to which it replied, it knew nothing 
„of the transaction, not having been at 


sea these three weeks .** 
„N. 


A person tried for treason, as the jury 
were about to leave the bar, requested 
them to consider a Statute which he 
thought very much in Ins favour. “ Sir— 
rah, cried one of the judges, 1 
© know that Statute better than you do.” 
The prisoner cooly rephed, * I make no 
„ doubt of that; and therefore am anx- 


„ 10us the jury should know it as well,” 


„p- 
Baron D Adrets occasonally made his 
prisoners throw themselves headlong {rom 


the batilements of a high tower upon the 


pikes 


— 3 


4 
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pikes of his soldiers. One of these un— 
fortunate persons having approached tlie 
battlements twice, without venturing to 
leap, the baron reproached him with his 
want of courege in a very insulting man- 
ner. Why, sir, said the prisoner, 
bold as you are, I would give you five 
times betore you took the leap.'” This 


pleasantry Saved the poor feilow's life. 
. 


In the rebellion, a villain stole into 
the King's Mews, where the light-horse 
were stationed, and cut off the tails of 
all the horses m the regiment. When it 
was discovered, the captain, greatly vex- 
ed, cried out, among other ejaculations, 
«© what must we do! 4+ Do!” said a 
wag near him, “ sell them by whole- 
« sale. Why so,“ said the captain. 
Hgecause,“ replied he, “it is plain to 
see we cannot re-tatl them.“ 


A 
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A lady, who affected hard words, ask- 
ed her son, who had placed the ladder 
against the wall? He said, the gardener 
had done it to get his ball. Oh!” said 
She, „I was afraid you was going to 
mount the nostrum.” 


U 


„ 2p 


Dean Swift was one day in company, 
when the conversation fell upon the anti— 
quity of the family. The lady of the 
house expatiated a little too freely on her 
descent, observing that her ancestors' 
names began with De, and, of course, 
ot antique French extraction. When 
she had fhnished :—*© and now,” said the 
dean, will you be so kind as to help 
me to a piece of that D'umpling ?” 


*. — .. 


A gencral officer in the battle of Blen— 
heum happening to have one of his legs 


Shot 


Y 
$41 


— 
c 


| 


Wi 
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ot off by a ball, burst into a loud laugh: 
** how tortunate it is,“ said he, © I have 
two more in my portmantua!“' 


————ů 


A gentleman, seeing a woman skinning 
some eels, said to her, “ how. can you 
bear to be so cruel ? don't you think 
* you put them to a great deal of pain?“ 
„ Why, I might, sir,“ she replied, © when 
„ first began business; but IT have dealt 
e in them twenty years, and by this time 


„they must be quite used to it.“ 


D 


A gentleman, who was well known to 
be fond of his bottle or two, said one day, 
after having drank pretty freely, „the 
«© wine is very thick. No, no, said 
a friend, „it 18 %% are too thick with 


the wine.” 


A 


-+ 
3 
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A certain countryman having lost an 
ass, came to the crycr, desiring him to 
give notice of it at the door of the 
church, which he did tor three Sundays; 
but no news being heard of it, the coun— 
tryman urged him to continue his procla— 
mation, with the reward of a tat pig to 
the finder. The cryer being clever, and 
tired of the fellow's importunities, ond 
day as the people were coming out of 
church, thus addressed them: „ik there 
© be any man here, who will come forth 
and solemnly declare he never was in 
% love, he shall have a fat pig.“ A 
bumpkin, who was leaning on his stall, 
hearing the conditions, bawled out, “ I 
* can take my oath, I never was in love.“ 
Whereupon the cryer, leading him to 
the countryman, said, “ here, I have 


found you an ass, the reward eis mine.“ 


«Pray 


an 
n to 
the 
AVS; 
ne 
Ela. 
3 10 
and 
once 
t 01 
lere 


Orth 
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7 


Pray of what did your brother die?“ 
said that celebrated general, Marquis Spi— 
nola, one day to Sir Horace Vere. “ He 
died, sir,“ replied he,“ of having no- 


thing to do.” „Alas! sir,“ said Spi- 
nola, „that is enough to kill any gene- 


„ ral of us all.“ 
Dr 


An English knight, who had behaved 
very insolently to Queen Elizabeth, 
when she was only a princess, fell upon 
his knees before her, soon after she be— 
came Jus sovereign, and besought her to 
pardon him, suspecting (as there was 
good cause) that he should have been 
Sent to the tower. She immediately an- 
swered very mildly, “ do you not know 
Ve are descended from the lion, whose 
nature is not to 


prey upon the 


„ mausec ?“ 
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A clergyman, explaining the catechism 
to some girls belonging to a Sunday- 
school, told them their christian name 
was given them when thev were admitted 
into Christ's church, and became chris- 
trans ; desiring them to recollect the pro- 
per answer, should he hereafter repeat 
the question. Aﬀter a few intervening 
observations; “well, my love,” said he, 
* when was your christian name given 
* you?” „ When I was a baby, sir!“ 
She replied, 


* 29 4+ 


% Fortune! Fortune!” said a poor 
gamester one day, ** you make me lose 
thousands, it is true ;—but I'll defy 
** thee to make me pay them.” 


„22 . 


A man, sitting one evening at an ale— 


house, thinking how to get provision for 


the 


* 
1 
4 
* 
3 
A 


e 


© 


> 
i 
- 

* 

1 
FS 
1 
4 


THE RATIONAL HUMOURIST. 21 


2 the next day, saw another, dead drunk 
on an opposite bench. A thought in- 


stantly struck him; so going to the 
landlord, he said, “ do not you wish to 
« get rid of this $0t?” Aye, to be 
sure,“ returned he; and halt-a-crown 
„shall Speak my thanks.” Agreed,” 
zaid the other, * get me a sack.“ A sack 
was brought, and put over the drunken 
guest. Away trudged the man with his 
burthen, till he came to the house of a 
noted Resurrectionist when he knocked 
at the door. Who's there?“ said a 
voice. “ J have brought you a subject,“ 
rephed the man, “ so come, quick, give 
me my tee.” The money was imme 
diately paid, and the sack, with its con- 
tents, deposited in the surgery. The 
motion o quick walking had pretty near- 
ly recovered the poor victim, who, be- 
tore the other had been gone five mi— 
nutes, began to endeayour to extricate 


limself 


' 
ö 
: 
z 
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himself from the sack. The purchaser, 


enraged at bcing thus outwitted, ran at- 
ter the man who had deceived him, col] - 


lared lim, and cried, © why, you dog, | 


« the man's alive! © Alive!“ answered | 


the other, „so much the better, kill lum 


*© xyhen you want him.“ 


6 Dees 


An Inslman once told his friend he 
liad just scen a lamentable siglit; six 
volunteers pressed on board the tender, 
one of whom had a wife and six chil— 
dren. 


„. 


Osborne, in his memoirs ot Queen 
Elizabeth, tells this story of her. One 
of her purveyors having behaved with 
some injustice in the county of Kent, 


one of the farmers of that county went. 


to the queen's palace at Greenwich: 


- _ * 
41161. 


% +. a et 
e ING a 
* 0 
* 


4 
* 


AsSer. 
F. at. 


CO! - 


rcd | 


Hum 


he 
Six 


ler. 


ul. 


2 War * 


0 
* 
2 


q 


* 
, 


4 


log, 4 


and, watching the time when the queen 


went to take her morning's walk, said, 


8 


| 


2 i 2-3 ia 
4 „ £ whe 
- 


oe 


THE RATIONAL HUMOURIST. 23 


I loud cnongh for her majesty to hear, 


pray which is the queen?“ She re- 
pled very graciously, “ I am the queen; 


* 


at would vou have with me?” 
ou,“ answered the farmer, “ though 
one of the rarest women I ever saw, 
can cat no more than my daughter 
+ Madge; but the Queen Elizabeth I 
* look tor, devours so many of my ducks, 
» hens, and capons, that I am scarce 
„able to live.“ The queen, always 
auspicious to Suits made through the 
mediation of her comely shape, inquired 
who was the purveyor, whom she caused 
to be hanged. 


2 oo 


A munikin three foot and a half co. 
lonel, being one day at the drill, was 


examining a strapper of six foot four. 
* Come, 


| 
" 
: 
: 
s 
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„Come fellow, hold up your head. — . 


* higher, fellow. Yes, sir.“ — High. 
„er, fellow, —higher.“ What 80, 


he 


„sir?“ said the man, raising his head? 


much above the horizontal parallel.“ Ves,“ 


* 


fellow: 
% main so, sir?“ Ves, fellow, to be 


and am I always to re-. 


0 


* Sure.” Why then, good bye colonel, “. 
for I shall never see you again. mt 
1 
„7 . T 
be 
A person being brought before a justice 
tor some trivial misdemeanour, in the 
course of his examination discharged 
no small number of oaths at tlie justice, 0 
clerk, &c. Before I commit you to t 
„prison, said the justice, I shall ½. 
charge you a shilling each for your |}, 
« oaths;” © charge me! seid the cul- þ. 
prit, I would have you to know 1 am . 


a gentleman,” Oh, ho! then I sia. 
charge 
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ad.— 4 charge you five shillings each,“ said 
High. ge justice. 
1 SC), L 
| — 
head 
es, An Irishman was once in the same 


& 
* 


\s 
by 


b re- cl cament, tor having swore two oaths, 


10 be 


Onel. 


stice 
the 


irged 


t1CC, 
Wu © 
shall! 
Your 
cul- 


> 


the justice charged him two shillings. 
* How much do you charge for a curse?“ 
said Pat, © $1xpence,' replied the jus- 


tee; 1 * 


„hate change, and a curse light on you 


then take my halt-crown, as 1 


all,“ returned Pat. 


5. 4 2 


— — — 


When the ambassador of Henry the 
tourth of France was in England, he was 
at court on a birth-night, and queen Eli- 
zabeth asking him how he liked her 


dh; I; | FT 1 
ladies, he replied, knowing her majesty 


gad no dislike to a little flattery, “ It is 


hard, madam, to judge of stats in the 


presence of the Sun.” 


. Ala - 
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Marguerite de Valois, who understood 


K : 5 — ! 
Latin, on seeing a poor man lying on « 0 


dungbill, esclaimed 1 
: 
| 
6 Paufrcy ul que tace? $11 
« In any place, in any beg, * 
© The poor man rests his weary head,” i 
The man, to her astonisiument, rephed, 
« M, thalamis Zac nde Tuts, r0gima JAE OM, . 
% Fi deu Nice estet, Hunter ubique uc t.“ 
«Ati! beautcous qucen, were this but truc, 
« Tins night IL would repose with you.” 
9 
5 : 6 IX M1 : INE 4 
Nr. james Howell, who was confined 
« 


1m the Fleet prison at the time of the 
(keatluot Charles the firs, breathed tlic G 


tolloweing lines on the occasion: 5 


So fell the royal oak by a wild erevy 
O! mongrel shrubs which underneath lum grew 
do tell the lion by a pack of curs, | 
So the rose wWither'd "twivt a knot of burrs; 
So iel the eagle by a swarm ot gnats, 


do the whale pers" &d by a shoal of sprats. 


=y 


A box 


THE RATIONAL HUMOURIST., 27 


$tOO« { A boy of nine years old (some Say 
on «© Chateauneuf, Keeper of the seals under 


Louis XIII.) was asked by a bishop 
1 4 * 
many questions, to which he answered 
wih surprising propriety. At length the 
. bishop said, “ I will give you an orange 
lied, if you will tell me where Gold is.” 
My lord, said the boy, „I will give 
you two it you will tell me where he 


oy 5 3 
iS LOT 


90 


fined A young tradesman wishing to cut 
F the! 2 figure on the stage, was introduced to 
] the Garrick, and beginning the soliloquy of 

Hamlet in a very rhapsodical manner. 
o be, or not to be;”” Garrick cried 


grew but, not to be, upon my honour.” 
; *. 
2 


Scotsman being accosted by a duke, 
rho wiſhed to create a laugh at the ex- 


bor! Ea ponce 


N 
| 
Fl 
: 
L 
8 
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Pence of his national accent, asked hin: 
where he had been; “ shooting,“ he 
replied. * Shooting what ?“ said the 
Duke. Fools,” (meaning towls. ; 
„% Fools! what sort of fools ?'' „ Dukes,” 


I. e. ducks, * and such sort of fools.” 


...- 


Hemp the fourth of France, used to 
ay, a king should have the heart of a 
Ciuld towards God; and the heart of a 


father towards lus subjects. 


959 


A peasant called on an oculist to con 
sult him about Ins eyes, which of late had 


become very weak. He found him 


sitting at table with his bottle of wine.“ 


„Would you be entirely cured,” said the 


oculist, vou must quite abstain from wine. 


1 will,” replied the man, “ but it 


seems to me, your e eyes are full as bad 


5 * PR 


| 66 


& 


had 


him 


inc. 
the 
ine. 
t it 
bad 
595 
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as mine, and yet you drink preity 
[4 freely.“ True, said the other, 


because ! prefer wine to good eyes.“ 


953 2 4,4 


A man boasting one day of the quick- 
ness of his sight, by way of confirming 
lis remark, said“ he saw at that moment, 
a mouse on the top ballustrade of the 
monument,“ I cannot say 1 see it, 
zaid a friend,“ but I plainly hear it run.” 


O. 


The mayor of a little town in Bur— 
gundy, haranguing the prince ot Condé 
as he passed through, said, © of all the 
** towns under your ivghness's govern— 
ment, the smallest would gladly have 
+ Shewn their loyalty was proportionab!) 
** equal to the rest, but it was impossible 
* to receive your highness with a royal 
** $alnte for cighteen reasons: first, we 

E % have 


' 
ö 
1 
: 
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„% have no cannon——the. prince here 
interrupted him, with, “ J am so satis- 
fied with this reason, you need not 


„trouble yourself to tell me the rest.“ 
. 


The same mayor, it is said, was one 
day making his speech to a French king, 
who, tired with the length of it, and 
wislung him to stop, from motives of 
compassion, Seeing him much embar- 
raged, said, „ finish in three words.“ 
The mayor instantly stopped, and loudly 
cried © T ive le Rot.” 


* Hoe) 


Alphonso, king of Arragon, was one 
day admiring the different articles in his 
jeweller's shop, Wit] many of Ins favon- 
rite women. He had scarcely left the 
iouse, hen the jeweller missed a dia. 


mond of great value, ard ran after him, 


) 
COm, 


5 
* 
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complaining of the thett. The king noi 
willing publicly to disgrace any one of 
lis attendants, commanded a large bason 
fall of sand to be brought him, into 
which he made cach of his women put 
her hand clinched, and draw it out flat. 
By this means the diamond was left in 


the sand, unknown by whom. 


£4» — 1 ** 


A beggar one day said to the emperor, 
NIaximilian, “ we are all children of the 
Same father; as an incitement to be- 
stow an alms. The emperor gave him a 
trifle. “ This is very little for a mo- 
narch,“ said the beggar. n 
replied the emperor, ** but, if every one 
oft your brothers gave you as much, 
vou would be richer than I.” 


2 ormerermomanan ) Do 


A General being on his travels, found 
imself indisposed, and was obliged to 


$ 1 stan 
= 4 


42 THE RATIONAL IIUMIOURIST. 


2 


stop at a little village to be bled. The 
barber ot the village was called in to 
olſiciate, but his appearance not being 
very much in his favour, the general 
drew back his arm, just as the lancet was 
on the point of entering. Ah! what 
vou are afraid of the blood!“ said the 
barber. ** No,“ returned the General, 
it is the bleeder, not the blood I am 


© atraid of.“ 
„ 


An ofhcer having been commanded to 
go upon a very dangerous enterprize, 
was advised by many friends to excuse 
himself, aud thereby save his life, 1 
can save my lite, I know,“ said he, 


1 


but who will save my honour ?' 
. 

A remarkable instance of the instinct 

Of animals. A beautiful little Spaniel 

hitch 


S 
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bitch was permitted to range any part of 
her master's house. She had five pup— 
pies, which were one morning during 
her absence, taken by her master's order, 
and drowned, in a neighbouring pon. 
Atter much apparent uneasiness, she 
found them in the pon, and brought 
them one by one into the parlour, and as 
zhe laid the last at her master's feet, look- 


ed stedfastly in his face, and expired. 


„. 


Another instance is worthy of record. 
When St. Michael's bridge fell, a child 
was buried in the ruins, but fortunately 
fel! between two beams, which supported 
cach other, in such a manner as not to 
receive the least hurt. A dog happened 
to fall in the very same condition, and 
not being able to escape, barked 1nces- 
Santly, "The noise attracted several peo- 
ple, one of whom released the animal 

8 7 with 
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with much difficulty; but the poor crea. 
ture's joy was not of long duration, when 
it no longer bcheld its intantine com- 
panton. It ran to the place, jumped into 
its former situation, and continued bark- 


ing till they both were released together. 
{moan — 


A drunken mechanic being at dinner 
with his wife and three cluldren, vexed 
at being contradicted by Ins partner, 
took up a small bottle of raisin wine, (all 
heir stock) and taking a pretty good 
drauglu, said, “ if what I say be not truc, 
may this wine be my poison!“ lis 
wite, however, still persisted, and he 
repeated lis wish twice in a very short 
time. At length one of the children 
more wise than its mother, cricd, “ for 
Hcaven's sake, be of the same opinion, 
or we Shall all dic of thirst.*? 


A little 


l 
5 


| 


— — — 


* —— — — 
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A little hoy having been much praised 
for his quickness of reply, a gentleman 
observed, when children were so keen in 
their youth, they are generally stupid and 
dull as they advance in years. Wliat 
„a very sensible boy must you have 


been, sir, then,” replied the child. 
. d 


Two brothers having been sentenced 
% die for some enormous crime, one was 
executed first. See, the other brother 
aid, „ what a lamentable spectacle my 
„brother makes! in a few minutes, I 
+ Shall be turned oll, and then you will 


See a pair of Spectacles. 
—— 


man having slipt from the top of a 
house he was repairing, had the good for- 
tune to save his own lite by falling on a 
bassenger, Who fell a victim to the vio— 


C0 lence 


| 
| 
| 
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tence of the hock. The friends of th 
deceased insisted on satisfaction being 
made to the utmost of the poor fellow's 
abihty, and took him before a magistrate. 
This latter being a jocose, as well as a 
just man, thus decided. “ Let any one 
ol the friends of the deceased mount to 


. the 0 ot the lousc from whence the 


** culprit fell, who shall be forced to 
© stand in the position the unhappy Pas- 
40 


senger was in, with full liberty for tlie 
* former to fall on him from the vast 


height with all his force.“ 


ä — 


A Persian monarch having sent a very 
celebrated plusician to the calit XIusta— 
pha, the first question he asked was, how 
they in general lived about the cout : he 
was answered, * they never eat but 
** when hungry, and then not entirely as 
much as they can.“ 4 I may as well 


v9 keep 
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= Keep away then,” zaid he, «I shall not 


have any thing to do.“ 


225 .. 


A phvysician being sent for to a very 
whimsical old lady, having felt her pulse, 
ind finding her in a high fever, asked her 
how old she was. She rephed, “ eighty,' 
* and pray how much longer would you 
55 


live?“ said he, and immediately quitted 


ne room. 
* — — 


The same physiclan being sent tor 
% the same lady, when rather younger, 
Azel L | [ » % 21 d 1 =_ * a „ de + * ] . 
aSKEA NCT tlie usuaſ questions; as. We- 
ther she eat pretiy icarty ? ©: ver) 

7 5 
much so; © <1d sie slecp well ? 
7 1 . : 
extremely well,” and many other qQues- 
tions, to all of which he received answers 
which. Shewed that the Jady was in perfect 


health, only a little tanciful. “ Well, 


„ madam.“ 


— 


— — 
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+ madam,” said he, departing, ** I will 
* endeavour to prescribe Something to 
* remove all these symptoms.“ 


. 


A celebrated orator one day in th. 
warmth of debate, spoke some words ra. 
ther disrespecttul of the government; 
the speaker of the house of commons 
called him to order, and said he would 
not sit still to hear his sovereign insulted. 
The gentleman in explanation Said, 
that though he respected his majesty's 
* own person, he saw no reason fol 
respecting his majesty's maid servant, 


* Or man servant, his ox or his ass.“ 


D 


Rousscau when young, once chewed 
Voltaire an epistle, addressed to poterity. 


«Ay Friend.“ said Voltaire, © this let- 


Aer 


Kk 
l 


| 


will 


* 
to 


"at ; 
ons 
ld 
ted, 
aid. 
tvs 
for 
int, 


ed 
ty. 


et- 


tel 
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+ tor will never be delivered according 


| . . : 1, 
„to its direction. 


„„ 


A gentleman was alviced by his 
triend, not to let Ins son marry till he 
was wiser. © Then,” said the other, 


„he would die a batchelor.”' 
* 


„No man,” said a doctor one dau, 
* can complain of my having uscd hun 
„ il.“ True, said his friend, “because 
all you were cver called to att "1d died 


under vour hands.“ 


* — 


++ Why not scnd for a doctor,” said a 
man to his sick friend, „ because, thy: 
ill, I do not vet wish to die,“ he re- 


plied. 


»» 2 a * 2 
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The following medical anecdote 1« 


thought by many the best that ever was 


OY 


recorded. A young man in danger ot, 


losing his mistress by a very violent ill. 


ness, was daily enquiring after some phy - 


sician upon whose skill he might safely 
rely. During his scarch he became ac. 
quainted with a man, Who by some su— 
pernatural power could perceive the spi— 
rits of departed souls. He purchased the 
Secret, and continued his scarch. He was 
recommended to many celebrated men. 
bat when he was on the point of enter- 
ing, he perceived so many little spirits 
perched on every part of the house (the 
pirits of those he had killed) that he feared 
to put his mistress under such unfortu— 
nate hands. At last he perceived a house 
at the bottom of a street, on the door of 
which were only /wo of these little spirits. 


At last he thought he had met with an 


able physician, and knocked at the door. 


The 


Or. 


he 


& 
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41 
he doctor Came out, and could not for- 


bear pressing his wonder at his having 


been discovered in so retired a situation. 


+ Tour great reputation,” said the other, 
rendered it impossible for you to re- 
main in obscurity.“ My reputa- 
tion,“ said he, © why I have been here 
eight days, during which time I 


* have given advice but to two patients, 


„ 5 


\\ hen the Czar, Peter the great, was 
in France, he observed one of the nobi- 
lity appear every day in a new coat of a 
different shape or colour. It seems to 
me,“ said he, * this gentleman is dissatis- 


© iced with his taylor.“ 


(od {EY 44. 


An oflicer having the misfortune to 
oe an eye in the wars, had a glass one, 
which be constantly took out ot the 


3 
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Socket at night. Being at an inn, and! 


one of the servants waiting on him, he 


gave her his eve, and desired her to lay it 
down. As she did not stir, he was angry 
and asked her what she waited for, „ 


* watt,” she replied, “ for the other.” 


2 206 


A country gentleman walking in his 
garden, Saw his gardener asleep under an 
harbour. What,“ says he, “ asleep in. 
{+ Stead of at work, you idle dog, you art 
not worthy that the sun should shine or 
you.“ „Jam truly sensible of my un- 
*« worthiness,”” answered the man, “ and 
++ therefore 1 laid myself down in ti 
© Shade.“ 

2 

A foreigner having lost an eye, a friend 
of his recommended lum to one ot ow 
famous oculist's, with whom he agrced to 


give ten guincas far a very beautiful one 


s&hewn 7 
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hewn him among the rest. He actually 
called the next day to abuse him for ha- 
ving sold him an eye with which he 


C0114 not sce. 


r. 


A certain gentleman took care to Speak 
mit coolly ot the happiness of the married 
tate before lus daughter. She who 
* marrics, * said he, „ does well; but 
* She who docs not marry, does better.“ 
Well then, said she, 1 will do 


well; let those who chuse, do better.“ 


24228. 


A man was once fool enough to ima— 
zinc, he could by degrees, accustom his 
norse to live without cating. Day by 
a he decreased his allowance of both 


corn and hay, at length, as may naturally 


e Supposed, the animal died. © Un- 


avpy wretch! that I am,“ said the 


man, 
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man, to lose my horsc, just as he had 


learned to live without eating.“ 


6 — ... 


A miserable poet having presented a 
composition to a friend to peruse, was 
told that in the third verse there was a $y1- 
lable too few. Thiere may be,“ said 
the poet, but read on, I doubt not you, 
* will find some with a syllable tov 
„ much, and that will account for tlic 


99 


© Other. 


5. 


A gentleman in the island of Barbadoc: 
having missed a considerable sum of mo— 
ney, had great reason to suspect one of 
his negroes was the thief, and that he 
nught detect him, tried the following ex- 


periment. Having summonced them all. 


ne thus harangued them. I have been 


** mformed in a vision by the great ser 


*+F HON? 
4 


MU rhe ae Sri 


$4 


a 


off. 
& 
| 
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pent whom you adore, that one of YOu 


+* have stolen my money; and he more- 


* 


* over told me, that the very man when 


* 


called into my presence, should have a 


large parrot's-tail feather hanging at the 


* end of his nose by which I might disco- 
ver him.” He had no sooner uttered 
these words than the real thick betrayed his 
guilt by clapping his hand to his nose to 
teel tor the tcather. 


* ꝗ ͤ— .. 


When Foote was at Salt-Hill, he dincd 
at the Castle, and when Partridge pro- 
duced the bill, which was rather exhor— 
bitant, Foote asked him his name, ** Par- 
* tridpe, an't please you, “ said he,” 
Partridge!“ returned Foote, © it should 
be Woodcock by the length of your 


bill.“ 


The 
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The same humourist being at table peel 
next to a gentleman who had helped him. App 


self to a very large piece of bread ; ate} [ 


he had taken a mouthful or two, took up man 
lus bread, and cut a piece off. ** Sir,. all 
said the gentleman, * that is my bread.” | 0! 
beg a thousand pardons, sir,“ 1 


Foote, © I protest I took it for the loat. 


\ 
* Was 
It is reported of Diogenes, that a por- | hou 


ter once met him with a load, and gave - ( 
him, in passing, a violent blow, at the ÞP 
same time bidding him “ take care.” « f 
« Why?” said Diogenes, do you in. 


373 


© tend to strike me again | 


A poor man had an affair that puzzled e 
tum, and he much wished to have the ad. he 
vice of a neighbouring lawyer. © Indeed. 


| 
my friend, said the lawyer, (not ex- 3 the 


Dectine 


1 4 
4 
4 
4 
J 
: 

4 
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becting any great fre from the man's 


appearance) “ your affair is so intricate, 


„ cannot see where to begin.“ The 
man took the hint, and giving him two 
alt guincas, all he had, „there's a pair 


© of ctacles. for v FE 
() Spectae les, 101 yOu Sir. 


Of mon nnd 


A man hearing another was ill who 
was much in debt to him, went to his 
house, and teazed him for payment. 
* Oh,” said the other, “let me die in 


+ peace.” „Die,“ returned his creditor, 


> nbd td: Ot Nee Gy 


that you shall not, till I am paid.” 


NN 9 


A countryman secing the archbishop of 
Cologne pass by accompanied by soldiers, 
could not avoid laughing, “ to sec,“ 
he Said “ an atchbishop surrounded with 
soldiers.“ Do you not know,“ said 
the archbishop, * that I am prince, as 

„ ell?“ 


48 


well?“ „Why, true,” returned the] 


other, * but tell me, pray, when the 
prince goes to the devil, What will be 
come of the archbis hop?“ 


1 . 


A young prince being on a journe; 
said to his preceptor, give me my man. 
tle.” 


lord, great princes speaking ol them 


The gentleman answered, 


© selvcs, always use the plural number; 
you should therefore have said, “give us 
our mantle.“ The prince did not fai! 
to remember his lesson, and said shortly 
after “ our teeth ache, ** mine, I am 
sure,“ said his preceptor with a smile, 
„ do not ache in the least, my lord.“ 
* Then,” answered the prince, “ rathei 
*« yexed, I plainly sce the mantle must 
% be ours, but mii 


the tooth-ache 


„alone. 
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| A taylor having mended] a pair of 
e brecches for one of his customers, was 
6 arrying them home, when he saw a fu. 

Hera! pass by, attended by an apotlie- 


* 
7 


3 * % 3 * I, I * 2 : A 13 1 
Cary whom he knew. © So, Sir.“ Said 


— 


7 3 
he to mim, 


# > * * 47 2 7 
; | Our wor h J1THT As el » 2 
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A CY 3 - . q 1 , ? 
u. An Oi miser was on his death hed 
„„ Kerbally declaring his last ibtertions, but 
> | | Þ 5 » 1 * #% 4 - cr * bp 1 þ : 
us Flas! lus eldest $91 has offended hun past 


1 
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», Grew, Said the LY 1110 

Fo. 7 , 130 

Whole CSLALE, and acre 1111 to bo 
frugal. Ane 
me, prayed Heaven to 
u he might long enjoy it hinmngett, 41 
recommend Simon, my. third * 

> nd DLMON, NY QUT COR, tO 


1) * Andrew's 


n ©! 


po w » 7 4 & +» 
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Andrew's care, leaving him four tho! 
ind pounds. Ali father, said 
dimon, “ may Heaven grant you to live 

ind enjoy it vours zit!“ As for you, 

Dick,” said he to Ins eldest con, “ you 
+ have always been a sad dog; you'll 

never come to any good; you ll never 
be rich: 1 leave you a sbilling to buy 

halter. Ah! father!“ ceried 
Dick, may Heaven restore you, and 
permit you to enjoy it yourself!“ 


2 —— ” 
99 I to 


When Vir. Pre made his first appear. 

* y Fe 3 1 I 6 5 Wy 
ance in the literary ivorld, he was much cu 
hy the critics. A gentleman however 


Served some short ting after, (and jus 


is hie scat in Berksiire had NAdergo! ne 


ame rcpairs) that his style of late wa. 


much mended ; “ You're very right.” 
said a farmer, overhearing him, I sa, 


| 4 
1 
38 
* 
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* the carpenters at work upon u yes. 


terday.“ 


4? — Je 4+» 


Ring William the third had a French 
man hs took care of his majesty 's poin- 
ters, and whose place it was also to 
. ad aid deiiv er the fo WILD pieces 10 the 
King. One day, however, it chanced 
hat Monsicur forgot to bring any sbot 


win him to the field. Not daring to 


% * Y * *. % N > *;/'» * , * 
contets his negligence to so passionate a 
* AJ . - * '> ” . 5 - 

man, and so eager a sportsman as the 


King, he gave bis majesty the gun, 
Tenet ade bas + * "The £ 
charged only with powder, The king 


baving fired without effect, the cunning 


turned up his kent folded his hands, 


and extoling the king's skill in Shooting, 


declared he had never seen 54 Mayeste 


mis his aim before in his lite. 


D 2 During 
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During the late siege of Gibraltar, in 
the absence of the tlect, and when an at. 
tack was daily expected, ons dark night, 
{41 ventry”, whos p05 was near a tower 
tacing the Spanish lines, was Standing 
at the end of his walk, whitling ; Took. 
mg towards them, his heat hlled with 
nothing but fre and Sword, miners, 
breaches, Storming and bovodshed 1 By 
the side of Ins box stood a deep narrow - 
necked carthen jug, in which was the 
remainder of his supper, consisting 01 
boiled pease. A large monkey (of which 
ere are plenty at the top ot the rock 
encouraged by tlie man's absence, and 
altured by the nell of the pease, ven. 
cured to the jug; and, in endeavouring 
0 get at its contents, thrust his neck « 
tar into the Jug, as to be unable to with. 
draw it. At this instant, the soldier ap- 
broaching, the monkey started up tv 


escape, with the jug on his head. This 


terrible 
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terrible monster no sooner saluted the 
ces of the sentry, than his frantic ima- 
gination converted poor pug into a fine 
vlood-thirsty Spanish grenadier, with a 
most tremendous cap on his head. Full 
of this dreadful idea, he instantly fired 
JS piece, roaring, out that the enemy had 
scaled the walls. The guards took the 
alarm; the drums were beat; s1gnal- 
guns fired; and, in less than ten minutes, 
the governor and his whole garrison were 
under arms.—The supposed grenadier, 
being very much incommoded by his 
cep, and almost blinded by the pease, 
was soon overtaken and seized; and, by 
his capture, the tranquillity of the garri- 
son was Soon restored, without that 
Slaughter and bloodshed which every 
man had prognosticated in the beginning 
ol this direful alarm. 


DN 3 A gen 
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A gentleman crossing a very narrow 
bridge, which was not railed on eithey 
Side to secure passengers from falling, 
said to a coumryman, whom he met. 
© Methinks, this narrow causeway mus 
* be very dangerous, honest friend! 
** Pray are not people lost here some. 
times?“ © Lost !—no, sir,“ replied 
the man: * I never knew any body lost 
here in my lite; here have been seve- 
ral drowned, indeed, but they were 


66 always found again. 
2 gy 


A clergyman in the country taking his 
text rom the fourtcenth verse of the 
third chapter - of St. Matthew: And 
Peter's wite's mother lay sick of a fe- 
10 
same subject. Soon alter, two country 
tellows going across a church- yard, and, 
hearing the bell toll, one asked the other 


who 


ver, © preached three Sundays on the 
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ow © who it was for. © I can't exactly tell, 
her rephed he; “ but it may be for Peter”: 
ng, + wife's mother, for she has been sic!. 
ict, ! ot a fever these three weeks.” 

11S! 

i] ! 6 

ne. As a press-gang, during last winte: 
ied were patroling round Smithfield, they Jai.: 
os | hold of a man toierably well dressed 
'e. | who pleaded, that, being a gentlemar 
ere lie was not liable to be impresscd. Had. 


him along!” cried one of the tars, 
he is the very man we want. We 
press a great many blackguards, ans 


us e are much at a loss for some one tc. 
he teach them good manners.“ 
1d 

el, =Pe* 
e. | 
ie Dr. Roger Long, the famous astrone 
ry mer, walking one dark cvening with 
1, * oentieman in Cambridge, and the latte: 
ri coming to a Short post fixed in the pave- 


10 ; D 4 men! 
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? 
. 
I 


ment, which, in the carncstness of cor. 
versation, he tos to be a boy standing 
in his way, said, hastily, “get out of 
«the way; by, That boy, it, 


* 4 * — 
aid the doctor, very calmly, “is a Hos“. 


© boy, who never turns out of his way 
* 1 \ i ly =; 


„. 2 


A ccrtatm smatterer in letters being one 
day at a coffee-house, took it into his head 
to abuse all the modern literati, observing 
that there was very little wit, humour, 
or learning, in the present age. Some 
time after, Dr. Hayes came into the 
room, when a gentleman told him how 
his neiglibour had been abusing the Mo- 
derns. I have not the least doubt, but 
© he would have likewise abused the an- 
„ cients,” said he, © had he known then 


a. 
Halles. 


«It 


5 * 
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« If you ask me,” said Lavater, 
which is the real hereditaay sin of hu— 
man nature, do you imagine 1 Shall 
answer, pride, or luxury, or ambi— 


* 
* 


- 


- 
* 


©. 
- 


tion, or egotism? no; I shall say 2. 
* dolence ; he who conquers indolence 
* will conquer all the rest. 

1 —— 0c 
Ile submis to be seen through a mi. 


croscope, who suſſers himself to be ta- 
len in a fit of passion. 


. 


an apothecary, who used to value 
zumself on his skill in the nature of 
ugs, asserted, in a company of physi- 
clans, that all bitter things were hot: 
110; Said a gentleman present, “there 
is one Ol a very diſſerent quality, I 


am sure, and that is a bitter cold 


. - - * 23 
4 dat — 


1 5 Mr. 
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Mr. Clark, of St. John's, desired : 


fellow of the same college to lend him 


i ; ? 8 
Bishop Burnet's History of the Refor. 
ation; ihe other toid him he could nc: 


spore it out of his chambers; but, if he! 


pleased, he might come and read it al 
day long. Some time after, the same 
gentleman sent to Nr, Clark, to borrow 
his bellows: Tell him,“ said he, „1 
cannot spare them out of my chambers; 
but, if he pleases, he may come and 
* blow herc all day long.“ 


„p'. 


A facctious canon of Windsor taking 
his evening's walk, as usual, into the 
town, met one of his vicars at the cas. 
tle gate, returning home rather elevated 


bi = aan 1 rvnols of Bis netting 
y a glass too much of his neighbour's 

A . 5 
port. 00, sir, from whence come 
* you? said the canon. Why, said 


1 
* . 1 , 1 Y b N 4 
. * - . [4 232 — 4 * 
Fa, Iuwe indeed been SUINNMNG 


i" 
1 


* 
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it out with my friend.” Aye,“ return. 
d the canon; © and now you are reer 


n it NOMe. 
„r 


An officer, of a disbanded regiment. 
applying to the paymaster of the force 
tor his arrears, told him he was in tl; 
most extreme want. The treasurer, sec 
ing him of a jovial and ruddy mae 
told him, that his countenance belied hi, 
complaint. For heaven's sake, 11 
„lord,“ ad the officer, do not mis 
* take; the visage you see is not mine 
but my landlady's; for she bas fed m. 
'" Oh rede his welvemonth.“ 


8 


7 * : : * * 1 Bs 5 Fo Ry 
* Ja! )*1, A 4 braten N it, bus ing 10 


* 


1 arge gory , being much afflicte 
9 Py 3 


7 K 4 - * 1 
2 te >. {14 Aer Ss i de * vgs Gilde har) 
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„wish the thick is, that my shoe may 
% fit him. 


do —— „ 


The calit Heginge, the dread and de. 
testation of his people, frequently tra- 
velled through various parts of his domi- 
nions without any attendant or guard. 
In one of his excursons, he met a poo! 
Arab; and, altcr some conversation; 
% What sort of a man,“' said he, “ is this 
„ Hegiage, of whom so much has been 
„said? „ Hegiage,” replied the Arab, 
% is not a an, he is a: monster.“ 
What is he reproached with ?”” „XIII. 
lions of crimes! ever $hedding the 
blood of his subjects, to gratify his 
«© own brutal caprices.“ Did you ever 
ee him? Never. Raise your 
eyes; it is to him vou are now speak- 


F | A * 
> "s. 
& 2 i 


ail 


* 
4 


d 
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on him, saying, „and do you know 
« ho l am No.“ I am 2 de. 
„ scendant of Zobair, one of whose fa. 
mily becomes mad on a certain day in 
« every year: it happens to be my turn 


„ to dav.“ 
„ — 00 


A clergyman having preached during 
Lent, in a small town, in which time he 
lad not once been invited to dinner by 
am one of the parishioners, said, in his 
farewell sermon, “ I have preached a- 
gainst every vice but good living; for 
+ have not had an opportunity of ob- 
serving to what an excess it is carried 


in this town.“ 


2 — > O*® 


! 


A nobleman, coming down. in the 
ummer to his CONnntry-scat, Was talking 
3 5 2 l i 
amiliarly with his butler; And how 


66 Have 
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— 


* have you been, said he, since we 
«left you?” + Why, my lord, re- 
« phed he, © I have been pretty well 
„lately; but, for near two months in 


«© tie winter, I had a very dreadiul ague 


, 


« at Your service. 


An Irishman, having bought a sncep $ 
head, bad been to a friend for a direction 
to dress it. As he was returning, re- 
peating the method, and holding his pur: 
chase under his arm, a dog snatched it. 
and ran away. Now, my dear joy, 
said the Inman, .** what a fool you 


„ make of yourself! What use will i: 
be to you, as you den': know how it 1s 


© to be dressed?“ 
„ 0 


N poor lebonrer, having been obliged 


to undergo the operation Gi ring his 


j- 


” — 
Fo 
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leg cut off, was charged sixteen pence 
by the sexten for burying it. The poor 
fellow applied to the Rector for redress, 
who told im, he could not relieve him 
at that time; but that he should certainly 
consider it in his fees, when the rest of 
his body came to be buried. 


„p- 


A clergyman, preaching a sermon on 
some particular patriarch, was extremely 
Inga in his panegyric, and spoke of him 
as far excelling every saint in the calen— 
dar. He took a view of the celestial 
hierarchy, but in vain, he could not as- 
sign to his saint a place worthy so many 
virtues as he possessed ; every sentence 
ended thus: © where then can we place 
this great patriarch ?*” One of the con- 
gregation, tired at last of the repetition, 


exclaimed, as I am going away, you 


may put him in my Pew. * 
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The same clergyman, one Sunday 
thought proper to divide his sermon into 
two and thirty points; but, having soon 
lost the thread of his subdivisions, he 


was at a loss how to conclude his dis- 


course. His congregation heard him for 


some time with much patience; but, at 
length observing the evening draw in, 
deserted him one after the other. The 
clergyman, intent on his sermon, had 
not perceived the decrease of his audi- 
tors, and continued his uninteresting dis- 
course, till a little boy in the choir, the 
son of the pew.- opener, cried out, “ sir, 
„here 1s the key of the church; when 
you have ſinished, I hope you will be 
*© 50 kind to shut it safely.“ 


24 . 


— — — — 


A grandee of Spain handing some 
retreshments to a circle of ladies, ob- 
erved one with a most brilliant ring, 


but 
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ut hor hand was not one of the most 
charming; he had the rudeness to say 
,oud enough to be heard by the lady, 
„ should prefer the ring to the hand.“ 
And IJ,“ said the lady, (looking at the 
collar he wore, as bespcaking his dig— 
mty,) © should prefer the collar to the 


. 
east. 
„ 


A Grecian and a Venetian had a dis- 
pute concerning the different learned 
men their respective countries could 
boast of, The Grecian, to prove at 
once that his country had the pre- emi- 


nence, said, All or most of the wise 


men had come out of Greece.“ 
True,“ said the Venetian, for we 


do not find any leſt.“ 


A monk 
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A monk having to preach on 2 certalr 


Saint's-day, was desired by many friend, 
who had heard lim the preceding year, 
not to keep them quite so long as usual. 


Having ascended the pulpit he thus ad. 


dressed them,“ Dearly beloved, it 1: 
** exactly a year since I preached in hon. 
„our of the Saint we this day celebrate, 
as I have not heard of his being con- 
„ cerned in any thing neu since, I have 
"2" it Ning to add to what 1 then told 


«© you,” He then gave his benediction, 


and m asg. 


—ů —ů 
= ED 
—— —„-¼ — 


It is far from being the wish ot the 
comte of es- anecdotes to select any 
1 , , © x ** 22 . 1 ? 2 * - inf © 
that may excite a IA. gu at the expence 


of the c ergy, bat the \OUOWINg boving 


Lua 


b-en taken from the sene collection as 


One or - TWO of the preced 8 Ones, 1 


equally entitled to a place, or more $6 


K. 
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it tends to excite admiration rather 
than derision. A clergyman who had 
received an invitation to spend a fort- 
icht with a friend in the country, found 
to his great surprize, he had brought but 
one sermon with him. The distance 
was too great to send for another, as he 
did not discover the neglect till the se— 
cond Sunday morning, of course it was 
in vain then to attempt composing a new 
one. He therefore ascended to the 
pulpit with the usual dignity, and be- 
tore he gave out his text, thus addressed 
his auditors. © Having been informed 
the sermon I preached last Sunday was 
* judged exceptionable by some very 
respectable inhabitants, I think it my 
duty to chew that they misinterpreted 
my doctrine, by repeating it word for 

word. I beg your most serious at- 

tention, 


Some 
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Some school boys one day meeting a 
woman driving asses, said to her,“ Good 
% morning, mother of asscs.”” Good 
* morning,” se replied, © my deat 


5 
© children. 


2 — $0 


An instance of aflectation. A noble. 
aan having a large party to supper at 
his country seat, gave the entertainment: 
in a hall through the doors of which tlie 
garden formed a most delightful view, 
and rendered it extremely pleasant. The 
testivity of the evening was however 
disturbed by a lady starting up, thinking 
She saw a spider on her gown. She said 
not a word, but ran with her utmost 
speed into the garden, where she fell 
motionless on a grass plat. When she 
recovered, she found herself supported 
by a gentleman who with the greatest 


Politeness, caqguired into the cause of 
her 


h 
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ber fright. “ Was it very large madam.” 
„ frightfully so, indeed!“ “ really, and 
„ not to see it!“ “ did it fly near me, 
« or to you at its first entrance?“ „ fly! 
„sir, a spider ily !'? “What! was it but 
* a 5pider !-—O you stupid $1mpleton ! 
„bless my $041! I thought it had been 
„A bat. 


-- ) <—_———,., 


A countryman once took a fancy to 
hear the Latin disputes of doctors at the 
university. He was asked, what pleasure 
he could derive from viewing Such eom- 
batants, when he could not even know 
which of the parties had the better. For 
* that matter,“ he replied, * J am not 
such a fool, but I can see who's the 
first t put the other in a passion.“ 


DSD 


Henry the Fourth, zing or France, 


always made his children call him papa 


or 
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or father, and not the usual ceremon!. 
ous title of sir, or © your majesty. He 
used frequently to join in their amuse— 
ments; and one day as lie was going on 
all-fours with the dauphin, his son, or: 
his back, an ambassador entered his 4. 
partment suddenly, and surprised him in 
this attitude. The monarch, withoru:: 


moving from it, said to him, * Monsieu: 


„ Fambassadeur, have you any chil. 


« arent”: Tes, Sire, replied he. 


« Very well then, said the king, ] 
shall fintsh my race round my cl 
a ber.“ 


f III * 


. 


The late sir John Barber, hose vir. 
tues are too indelibly written in the 
hearts of honest men ever to be erase, 
had a son Whose resemblance to his fa. 
ther was very faint, In a course of ex. 


ti avagance, 
GG 


„ 
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„avagance, he had tired himself of this 
ngdom, and said he wished for nothing 
nate than an opportunity of seeing the 
world. Sir John listened to him with 
gent attention, and then replied, “ in- 
+ deed Jack, I should not have the leas: 
© objection to your travelling, and see. 
ing the world, provided the world 


«© could not te vou.“ 
Ar 


George II. passing through his cham- 
ber one evening, preceded by a single 
age, a small canvas bag of guineas, 
witch he held in his hand, accidentally 
dropped, and one of them rolled under 
a Closet door, in which wood was usual- 
ly kept for the use of his bed- chamber. 
After the king had very deliberately 
picked up the money, he found himself 
deliclent of a guinea; and guessing 


„here 


—— 
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where it went, come, said he to it 
page, we must ſind ihis guinea; here. 
help me to throw out the wood.“ 
The page and he accordingly went to 
work, and in a s$shovi time found it. 
„Well,“ said the king. vou have 
* wrought hard, there. is the guinca fen 
your labour, but I would have noting 


— 


SRO. 
” ON; 
C Joc 


When any one was speaking ill of any. 
ther in the presence of Peter the Grear, 
ae at first listened yitl great attention, 
and then interrupted him 125 ing, Is 
there not a fair side also to the charac- 
** ter of the person you are Ta ot * 
Come, tell me his good qualities. 


* 
al 
— 

by 


A young man, who boasted having 
discovered the secre: of making gold, 


claimed 


'* purse to keep it in. 


\ 
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claimed a reward from his sovereign. 
The monarch appeared to acquiesce very 
graciously to his demand, and the alchy- 


mist promised himself the highest ho- 


nours; when he went, however, for 
his recompense, he had the mortifica- 
tion to receive only a large empty purse, 
with this consolation, „that since he 


„knew how to make gold, he needed but 


5 


„ 


A very plain man acting the character 


olf Mithridates on a French theatre, when 
Monimia said to him, . My lord you 


change countenance,” a young fellow 
in the pit cried, for heaven's sake, let 
„% him.“ 


9.222. 


In 1586, Philip II. sent the young Con 


netable de Castille to Rome, to congratu— 


1 
? 
15 


late 


* 
F 
* 
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late Sextus V. on his adwancemen,. 
The Pope imprudently said, are there 
so few men in Spain that your bing 
ends me one without a beard ?” 
Sir,“ said the fierce Spaniard, “ if ht: 
% majesty. had possessed the least 1dca, 
that you imagined merit lay in a beard, 
he would doubtless have deputed a 


| 


1 4 . + $ - o * * 1 17 * - FY % To! = 94 
Odd Iv, nu, Ai Ne 5 11 CIC all, 
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A very young clergyman who had ju 
left college presented a petition to the 
king, requesting bis majesty would ap 
point him to a very important office 
he king being much offended at his pre 
umption, wrote under it 2 Samuel, 
chap. x. ver. 5; and returned it. On 
turning to the place, the young clerg; 
man had the mortification to read the 
words, “ Tarry at Jericho until you 


beard be grown.“ 


* 1 
: z » 


erg\ 
the 


you 


* 1 
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An Arab having complained to the 
Sultan ot two unknown persons having 
entered his house to insult his family, the 

r. 5 
Sultan immediately repaired thither, and 
causing the lights to be put ont, ei, 
the Ctriminals, had their Benn Seite 
in a Cloak, and commanded them to be 
kuled. The exccution being thus ber— 
tormed, he ordered liglits to be brought, 
and having examined the faces of the 
* 5 3 1 3 3 RY * ” 
vietims, fell on his knees, rendering 
the most fervent thanks and praises to 


((e 9.94 Ur p | 
Nhat Tavour, said an atten. 


'S. 1 
0d. 
14 66 1 0 7 4 2 ea + | 
Idi, 1145S In Oe COTOTIVELL (3 1 i Ca - 
| 55 3 3 
Ven: J thought my sons, replied 
Sultan, „had been the authors of 
these crames ; therefore J ordered the 
lights to be put out, and the faces of 
1 1 3 
these unnappy wrictches covered with 
: PS ORE 3 A v 1 
a Cloak ; I was tezrin!, lest parental 
 tenderness shon! triumph over the 
justice 1 owe my subjects. Judge 


E 2 whether 
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„ whether I ought not to thank Heaven, 
„hen I find myself just, without taking 
© away the life of my sons.“ 


«+3 DSDS. C0 
2 Ld 


A blind man had a wife whom he 
tenderly loved, altho' he had been fre 
quently told she was extremely plain; ! 
celebrated physician having offered tofff a 
cure him, he refused him, saying, IN h 
should then lose that love for my wife 0 
„in which my whole happiness now 5c 
consists.“ tc 


An Emperor extremely irritated again: 


an astrologer, asked him ironically, if) 
knew what death he should die. Hen 
plied, © of a fever.” * There you a 
„ mistaken,” replied the emperor, * Y 
„shall die this moment on the rack. 
The guards immediately seized hi 
when he cried out, “let them feel n 
„puls 
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ven. * pulse, they will find my prediction 
King true, I am certainly in a very high 
fever.“ This sally saved his life. 


— 


A very rich citizen of Lyons having 
had his nativity cast, had so arranged his 
affairs that his possessions should just last 
lum to the hour of his death. However, 
outliving the expected period, he was ab- 
now solutely reduced to beggary, and in the 
tollowing terms would implore charity, 
* Pity a man who has lived longer than 
* he expected.“ 


2 o tee 


The king of Prussia had heard that a 
corporal in one of his regiments, who was 
known as a handsome young man, wore 
out of vanity a watch chain suspended 
trom a bullet in his fob. He had the 
guriosity to investigate the fact, and 

E g walking 
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walking purposely by him one morning, 
said, Why corporal, you are a brave 
fellow to have saved enough to buy a 
+ watch, „Sire,“ said the corporal, 
„ {latter myself I am brave, but as for 
© 1ny watch, it is of little signification.“ 
Ihe king pulling out a gold watch, said, 
© by my watch it is five; what is it by 
„yours?“ The corporal, pulling out his 
bullet with a trembling hand, replied, 
«© My watch neither tells me five nor six. 
but shews me clearly, that I must be 
ready at any time to die for your ma- 


e 


——4 4 Ak 


A blind man having buried five hun- 
dred pounds in a corner of his garden, 
was robbed of them by a neighbour who 
saw him at work. Suspecting who had 
Stolen his treasure, he went to him, and 
asked his advice, in the most friend!) 


Wav. 


6 
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way, Concerning a bag with a thousand 
guineas, which he said he had by him, 
and would gladly know his opinion 
about the disposal of them, I have at 
„ present, said he, five hundred 
« pounds in a certain part of my garden, 
and I believe I shall decide upon put- 
His neigh- 
hour hearing this, took the first oppor- 


** ting this there likewise. 


tanity of replacing the five hundred 
pounds, in hopes of being able soon to 
draw out more than double the sum, but 
the blind man having attained his end, 
put it out of his power to make a second 
Attempt. 


t+þ of | ==. : 


++ My verses cost me very little,“ said 
a poet. They cost, then, what they 
are worth,“ said a hearer, 


— 
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It is reported that an artist once pre- 
sented to Queen Elizabeth, a piece of 
paper the size of a shilling, upon which 
was written, „the Ten Commandments, 
the Creed, and the Lord's Prayer,” to- 
gether with the name of the Queen, and 
the date of the year. It is likewise added, 
that the same artist invented a pair of 
spectacles through which they might 
plainly be read, 


— 


t having been reported to the Dauphin 
of France, that a man in that country 
had made a little coach so constructed as 
to be drawn by ſleas, he asked the Prince 
ot Conti, who he imagined made the har- 
ness? „O,“ replied the Prince, “pro- 
*+ bably some spider in the neighbour- 
© hood.“ 


A Gre- 


3 


9 
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A Grecian having been much ridiculed 
in Scythia for his loquacity, reminded 
them he was from the same country as 
Plato, and of course entitled to respect. 
+ It you wish us to respect you,” said a 
Scythian, * talk like Plato.“ 


— 


The introduction of a certain naval 
officer to the prince of Wales, originated 
in the following whimsical circumstance. 
His royal highness was disputing with a 
gentleman on the subject of naval tactics, 
and finally agreed to refer the decision to 
the son of Neptune who was in the ad- 
joining room. A note was dispatched by 
the gentleman, requesting the ofhcer's 
attendance, which concluded with this 
inaccuracy of spelling, „you must be a 
very competent judge, having been 
« bread to the sea.“ This was the neat 
and sarcastical reply; © I never was 

E 5 *« bread 
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©* bread to the sea, but the sea was bread 
to me, and very bad bread it was,“ 


** — 22 


A courtier in France, in the reign of 
Louis XIII. playing at picquet in an 
open gallery, observed the president 
(whose name was Gaussaut) talking very 
free of his method of play, and having 
purposely made some trifling mistake ex. 
claimed, What stupid play! I protest I 
am a mere Gaussaut!' 4+ You are a 
mere fool,“ replicd Gaussaut. True,” 
returned the other, ** that was what 1 
+ meant. 


22. — p . 


The duke of Orleans, when regent, 
asked a stranger the characteristics of the 
Aflerent nations through winch he had 
travelled. Ihe best method of acquaint- 


, | n 1 Rn, > © © * * | Say - 
199 your royal biguness with their cha- 


ractci: 


. 92 
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racters is to tell you the first questions 
generally asked in each country, at first 
Sight of a traveller. In Spain, they say, 
++ Is that a grandee of the first order?“ 


0 In Holland, * Is that a rich man?“ In 
1 France, Is he a courtier? In En- 
f gland, Who is that man?! 

\ 

[ A first-rate singer being suddenly taken 
a 11] just before the curtain rose tor the re- 


| presentation of an opera, an actor of 


| 1nferior Powers undertook the character 


designed for him. He had no. sconer 
opened his lips to sing than he was vio— 
— 


lently hissed; but not in the least discou- 


| 8 7 . 
it, aeged by his reception, he came forward. 
ne id ö addressing the pit, said, Pray did 
ad nuny of you suppose that for my salary 
it- | ot forty shillings a week, I was going 
la- to give you a voice worth twenty 


er E 6 pounds?“ 
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pounds?“ This had the desired effect, 
and his judicious observation procured 
him indulgence. 


r. 


In besieging a certain town the sol- 
liers had been strictly forbidden to give 
quarter to any one. An officer however 
begged hard for his life of one of the be- 
siegers. Ask me any thing else, re- 
plied he, “ but for your life I cannot 
consent.“ 


„. —2 . 


A curate having drank one day rather 
too freely, had to baptize a child, which 
office being rather aukward in perform - 
ing Steadily, he exclaimed, “ how ex- 
** tremely difficult this child is to bap- 
*© Ne 


The 


h 


2 
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The abbe G—— was once engaged in 
a violent dispute with a gentleman among 
a large party, who being at the bottom of 
the table, the distance between them 
rendered the accomplishment of any 
personal insult impracticable. Sir,“ 
said the gentleman, if I were near 
you, I should give you a box on the 
ear, $0 you may consder the blow as 
given. And, Sir, replied - the 
Abbe, * were I near you, I should 
draw my sword, and run you through 
the body, go you may CONSIANEY YOU? = 


'« Self as dead.” 


| —_—_ „ 


A very aukward squire, being obliged 
to mount a horse rather higher than he 
had been accustomed to ride, exclaimed, 
while putting his foot in the stirrup, 
Japiter, assist me,“ in saying this he 
made so violent an effort that he fell over 

on 
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on the contrary side, Oh! Jupiter,” 
Said he, „you gave me more assistance 
© than I asked. 


p- 


During the war in 1072, a poor vo. 
man who sold beer among the army, c. 
down her barrel near a tent, and cried as 
y 


loud as she could, Here's fine beer; 


„ two-Pence a quart !'' a soldier on the 


other side of the tent, cried at the same 
time, Here's fine beer; tluce-hall. 


« pence a quart. “ Alas,” said shie. 


some cruel deceiver, undersells me 


«and I shall return with my who! 


de stock,. This however was not ti: 


case, for on looking into the barrel sis 


perceived she had not a drop left. Tn. 


tract was, the soldier had pierced tlie 


other end of the barrel, and sold ever) 


29 


drop it three half. pence a quart. 


Th 
. 415 
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The lady of a certain manor having 
promised a young man to portton any 
young woman in the village he should 
fix on for his wife, gave him one morn- 
ing ten pounds for the purpose, at the 
same time Cxpressing a desire to see his 
bride, he carried her the most deformed, 
and plain woman he could select. Bless 
„ me, she cxclaimed, and is this 


„ 5 


«your choice? Vord bless you, 
replied the youth archly, Why what 
© could I expect for ten pounds?“ 


%. 


As a poor miller was riding on his ass, 
he stopped to look at a grand procession, 
Witch so occupied his attention, that he 
did not observe two men who played him 
the following trick. Having cut the 


5 g , 1 : 4 - : 
girths of his saddle, they supported it 


by two poles while they drew the ass 
backwards from under him. The pro- 
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cession being over, the miller gave his 
customary kick, but finding the deft. 
ciency, exclaimed, to the great enter. 
tainment of the by-standers, “ bless me 
* where is my ass?“ 


— 4 LED 


A monk shewing the curiosities of ht 
convent before a numerous assembly, 
declared the most curious to be a hair 
of the Virgin Mary, which he seemed 
to hold out to their view. A peasant 
who wished above all things to behold 
50 great a curiosity, having stared for 
some minutes in vain, cried out, “my 
good father! I do not see any thing.“ 
„ Sce! no, to be sure,“ replied the 
monk, how could you expect it? 1 
myself have shewn this precious relic 
for twenty years, and even my eye: 
were never yet blest with a sight.“ 


Great 


It 


men 


Sat 
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Great talkers are seldom very obser- 
vant; the following anecdote is an ex- 
cellent instance of it. A lady whose 
chief delight was in talking, without 
caring whether she was answered or not, 
nad been promised by a friend who 
wished to reform her, an introduction 
t9 a gentleman extremely learned and 
agreeable. When in his company, she 
talked so much, and asked so many 
questions one on the other, that she did 
not observe he had not replied to one. 
The visit ended, her friend enquired 
how she liked him: „O, said she, 
„% What wit! What learning! What 
„ gallantry !'” That was sufficient to 
raise the laugh at her expence; they 
had introduced hier to a dumb man. 


CE ee 


It was an ill-natured reply, when 


mentioned, „such an one has a vast deal 


of 
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of wit,“ to say, © he must needs have g 
„vast deal, for he never wastes any.“ 


. . 


Gustavus Adolphus looked upon duel. 
ling as the destruction of military d1sc1- 
pline, and wishing to abolish so unna- 
tural a custom, made a law, by which i 
was death to any challenger, Some Jutl, 
time alter tie law had been established, 
two ofhcers ol superior rank having lad 
a dispute, requested his Majesty's per 
The 
King at first was highly offended, bul 


mission to decide it sword in hand. 


consented after some entreaty, on con 
tion that the duel wos to be public, and 
in his presence. On the day appointed, 
his Majesty, attended by a corps of iu— 
fantry joined the assembly of spectators, 
who had already 


* 


prepared the ground to: 


the combatants. Nothing remained but 


the signal for the onset, which all ex 
pecte 
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pected trom the King. His Majesty sted- 
fastly observing them, cried out,“ Fall 
+ on ; but the moment one of them is 
slain,“ said he, turning to the public 
executioner, “ instantly bring me the 
head of the other.“ At these words 
the rivals stood some time 1immoveable, 
but their crime in wishing to break the 
law, striking them with compunction, 
they threw themselves at his feet, im- 
plored his pardon, and vowed to each 
other eternal friendship. 


* 83 * 


An oſſicer engaged to dine with some 
ladies of quality had drest himself in the 
nicest style of elegance, and was picking 
lis way along the street; unluckily, a 
carriage passing at the time, one of the 
horses plunged, and splashed him from 
head to feet. Enraged at his situation, 
he dragged the poor coachman from his 

box, 


4 
* 


92 THE RATIONAL HCMOURIST. 


box, and gave him twenty or thirty blows 
with his cane. While he was beating 
him, a gentleman inside the coach put 
down the window, asking “ if he had 
„ almost done.” The othcer, still in the 
heat of passion, replied, “ What, Sir, do 
*« you take the rascal's part?“ „ O, no, 
returned the other, ** only having hired 
my coach by the hour, every blow 
* you give him will stand me in six- 
s pence. 


— ve 


The love of long christian names by 
the Spamards as frequently been an ob- 
ject of ridicule. A Spaniard on his tra- 
vels arrived in the night-time at a little 
village in France, in which there was 
but one hotel. As it was almost mid- 


night, he knocked at the door a long 
while without hearing one stir. At 


length the host putting his head out of 
hi; 
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nis chamber window, asked who was 
there. The Spaniard rephed, “ Don 
Juan, Pedro, Hermandez, Rodriguez, 
Alvarez de Viila-nova, Count de Ma- 
afra, Cavellero de Santiagog d'Alcan- 
«tara. *.. Mercy: on me, taid the 
host as he shut the window, * I have but 
two spare beds, and do you ask me 
lodging for a score?“ 


— hos 


It is a well known custom in England, 
to give to the servants of the noblemen 
at Whose house you dine, or indeed the 
zum you are obliged to give is generally 
according to the quality of the master. 
An officer having frequently given more 
than the worth of his dinner, when he 
dined with a certain Duke, one day re- 
quested a list of his servant's names. 
Ihe Duke astonished at such a request, 
wiihed to know his motive. Why 

« really,” 
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really,“ replied the officer, * as ! 
cannot now afford to pay for the many 
„good dinners I make at your table, | 
„wish to know your servant's names, 
that I may remember them in m 


„Will.“ 


6 — G4 


The wite of a noble Venitian having 
lost her only ton, gave herself up to the 
most lively grief. A friendly priest, 
Wishing to console her, bade her remem- 
ber how God commanzed Abraham to 


cacrifice his only son. Ah, Reverend 


% Father,” replied she, God would 
% never have demanded such a $sacrifcc 


% of a Mother.” 
„s 
A French dancing- master asked one o 
his friends, if it was really true that 


Harley was made Count of Oxford, and 
Chiet 


ing 
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Chief Treasurer of England. On being 
answered in the affirmative, ** That 
« amazes me,“ said he, What merit 
* can the Queen have found in this 
+ Harley ? for my part I have had him 
under my hands these two years, and 
cannot make any thing of him?“ 


2 4 


hen the invasion of our island was 
%o much the public topic, a little boy 
ue day interrupted his tather, by asking 
the French would bring their children 
« Why?” said his father, 
* Pecause,” returned the child, clinch- 


with them- 


ing his ſists, and putting himself in a 


boxing attitude, © How bravely would I 


* 


„ fight them !' 
62d o( — pb. 


A one-eyed counselior cross-examin- 
ing a witness, being much taxed with 


asking 


* 
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asking superſluous questions, at length 
replied in a passion, 1 call the whole 
* court to witness I have not advanced 
one unnecessary position during the 
« examination, nor will I till it is 
© ended.” Lou must take out one of 
the glasses of your spectacles then,” 
<a1d the prisoner, 


„2 


A usurer finding his trade greatly de. 
crease, owing to his numerous brethren, 
requested the clergyman of the town 
where he lived, to preach against usury. 
The clergyman congratulated him upon 
his apparent conversion; not too fast, 
said the usurer, I want you to conver! 
my brother professors, that I may ob. 
** tain their customers. 
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th An ignorant porter had been plac: 4 
le s sentinel at the door of an assen})'+-, 
ed MW with strict injunctions to let no one cue 
he MW in without a ticket. A man of fas 
is presently came, and was repulsed, as a- 
of W ving no ticket. You must not cos 
„ © in here, sir,“ said the porter, “ tl 
my order.“ Oh, ho !” replied 1 
other, “Is that your order? I do n 
* want to come in here; all I want i++ 
« go out here.“ Nay, nay, I G. ne 
de- not refuse you that,” said the po.; 1, 
ren, and pushed him into the room himse!1. 


„-. 


pon A quack having promised to shew ::'! 
«vo chose to attend him, © the vip 
den“ devil,“ multitudes surrounded lun, 
0. Jvaiting impatiently the very interest 
spectacle. At length having collect. i 
pretty liberally, he opened a large emp! 1 
purse, and presenting it to their vie, 
F exclan:c, 


: 
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exclaimed, “an empty purse, when one 
has need of a full one, is the ver) 


4 N 3, 
1 * STD / 
4 EU . 


„ ) © 1 


Talking on the subject of a * metemp- 
7 cnos1s, a silly young man once observed, 
he remembered having been the golden 


b 


catt, „ very likely,“ replied a lady, © as 


I) 


** you have lost nothing but the gilding.“ 


„9. p 


Bautru being in Spain, paid a visit to 
the celebrated library of the Escurial, 
which happened et that time to be under 
the care of a very ignorant librarian. 
The king of Spain asked him many ques- 
tions concerning his entertainment. It is 
a most incomparable treat,“ replied he, 
but your maſesty ought to make your 
„ librarian prime lord of the Treasury, 


* e TYLCM of Pythagoras. 
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as he never appropriates any of the 
* 72ches in his care to his own use.“ 


. D”. 


Alexander, in the heat of his warlike 
operations, was reading some secret dis- 
patches, of much importance. Ephes- 
on, one of his generals, came and 
looked over him. The king said not a 
word, but taking off his ring, made the 
sign of an impression (as ol a seal) on tlie 
lips of his favourite, 


„.. 


Gonzalvo of Cordova, general unde 
Ferdinand V. king of Arragon, leard the 
powder magazine blow up with a dread- 
ful explosion, on the ſirst discharge of 
the enemy, My sons,” said this brave 
man to his soldiers, Victory will be 
ours; Heaven announces to us the 


| * glorious tidings, and tells us by his 


F 2 „ thunder, 


| 
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„thunder, we shall have no farther oc. 
* casion for our artillery.” 


„ 


An Italian monk preaching at Rome 
before the cardinals, on the festival of 
St. Luke, suddenly forgot the subse- 
que:it sentence of his sermon, when he 
had scarcely preached ten minutes, and 
all his resource was the text, Luke the 
* physician salutes you.“ This he was 
obliged frequently to repeat ; at length 
one of the cardinals, tired of the repetition, 
rose, „and desired that he would salute 


him in return, from them.“ 


DDD 


A clergyman not having much pleased 
his congregation by his discourse, was 
told by one of them, that the Sunday be- 
fore hethad done much better. Why, 
„ I did not preach ;* replied he; “ and 

precisely. 
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precisely for that reason, returned the 
other, * you did better than you have 
done to-day.” 


p 


A gentleman much against the custom 
of giving to the servants of the friends 
where he dined, thought of a trick, which 
he resolved to play them at a certain no- 
bleman's house at his next visit. He 
collected about a dozen farthings, and as 
they stood in two rows, forming an ave- 
nue, when he left the house, he distri- 
buted one to each, alternately right and 
left ; by the time he had given the last, 
the butler, with whom he had began, 
perceived his donation, and respectfully 
advancing, began very humbly to stam- 
mer out an apology. ** I believe, sir, you 
have made a slight mistake 
6 you have —,” Oh, no,” 
said the gentleman, ** I never give less 

F 3 «—I 
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I never give less.“ In vain did the 
poor man attempt to explain — the gen. 
tleman hurrled to his coach, still exclaim- 
ing, whenever he endeavoured to speak, 
I never give less.“ 


2 — 0 


Two friends who had not seen each 
other a long while, met one morning 
quite by chance. How do you do?“ 
said one. Why not very well,“ re- 
plied the other, I have been married 
« since I saw you.“ Well done, that 
is good news however.” Not $0 
very good, for my wife was a most 
© woeſul scold.“ — ** That was bad.''— 
Not so bad neither, she brought me 
„two thousand pounds.“ —“ That was 
% consolation tho'.” — + Not entirely, 
„for I speculated in sheep, which all 
died of the rot.“ — © That was very 
unfortunate !'' — ** Not so very unfor- 

6 tunate, 
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„ tunate, for I made as much by their 
„skins as I should have done by ther 
flesh.“ — © Then you were as lucky as 
ik it had not happened.''—* Not quite; 
for my house was one night burnt. 
* and every note of the money con- 
+ Sumed.”—** What a most woeful! mis— 
fortune!“ — © Not so woeful as you 
„% may imagine, for my wife and my 
house were burnt together.“ 


* 


A Frenchman having frequently heard 
the word press made use of to imply 
fersuade, as press that gentleman to 
* take some refreshment, „press him 
** to stay to-night ;'' thought he would 
shew his talents by using (what he ima- 
gined) a $ynonimous term ; and therefore 
made no scruple one evening to cry out 
in company, pray Squeeze that lady to 
sing.“ 
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\ Lacedemonian having fallen in bat. 
the, his conqueror aimed a blow at his 
hack. Wounded and weak as he was, 
made an effort to turn himself,“ strike 
he cried, “that my 
friends may not blush for me atter 
** my death.” 


fine betore ; 


* Yo eee 


A man much addicted to drinking, be. 
extremely ill with a fever, a consul- 
ent was held in his bed-chamber by 


nde physicians, how to ** cure the fever, 


and abate the thirst.'” ** Gentlemen,” 
n he, „I'll take half the trouble off 


„ your hands; you cure the fever, and 


e abate the 4/rrst myself.“ 
„n. 


Some young officers had indulged one 


1: git a little too freely in a social glass, 


aud (as is the usual consequence of. in— 
temperance) 
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temperance) had likewise given their 
tongues rather more liberty than propri- 
ey could authorize, having spoken very 
disrespectfully of their general. Being 
overheard, and the general having been 
told of their different reflections on him, 
he made them appear before him the next 
morning, and asked them if what he had 
heard was true. No doubt of the 
* truth of it,“ replied one, “and it is 
very probable we should have said 
* much more, if the wine had lasted any 
longer.“ 


„r- 


A ruined debtor, having done his ut- 
most to satisfy his creditors, said to them, 
Gentlemen I have been extremely per- 
*« plexcd till no how to satisfy you; but 
having done my utmost endeavour, I 
shall leave you to satisfy yourselves.“ 


F 5 A beggar 
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A beggar once asked charity of a man 
whose circumstances were lar from casy. 
he rephed, „if 


3, 


Alas! my friend, 
vou had not prevented me, IJ was go. 
ing to make the same request to you.“ 


. 


A young man named Eretrius, was for 
2 considerable time a follower of Zeno. 
On his return home, his father asked 
him what he had learned. The other 
replied, “that would appear hereafter.” 
On hearing this, the father being en- 
raged, beat his son, who, bearing it pa- 
tientiy, and without complaining, said. 
++ he Fad learned this,—to endure a pa- 
'© rent's anger.“ 


* — * 


A student of Trinity-College, Cam- 
bridge, proud of his logical acquire- 
mants, Was solicitous OL a private dispu- 


tation 
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tztion with the renowned Henderson. 
Some mutual friends introduced him; 
and having chosen their subject, they 
conversed for some time with equal 
candour and moderation; but Hender- 
don's antagonist perceiving his confuta- 
tion inevitable (forgetting the character 
of a gentleman, and with a resentment 
engendered by his former arrogance), 
threw a glass of wine in his face. Hen- 
derson, without aitering his features or 
changing his position, gently wiped his 
tace, and then coolly said, „This, sir, 
is a digress:0n, now for the argument.“ 
It 1s bardly necessary to add, the insult 
Was TT by the company's turning 
the aggressor out of the room. 


6— 


Alexander at one time sent to Phocion 
a great present in money. Phocion 82:4 
to the messenger, why does the king 
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dend to me, and to none else?!“ The 
17:255enger answered, “because he take; 
vou to be the only good man in 
„Athens.“ Phocion replied, “ it he 
thinks so, let him suller me to be 80 
til. | 


5 


Hogarth, soon after he set up his car- 
nage, had occasion to pay a visit to the 
wid mayor. When he went out, the 
vather was fine, but business detained 
lim till a violent shower of rain came 
en. He was let out of the Mansion- 
use by a different door to that his 
carriage stopped at, and seeing it rain, 
began immediately to call for a hack- 
coach. Not one was to be met with on 
any of the neighbouring stands; and our 
Artist sallied forth to brave the storm, 
ctually reaching Leicester-Fields with- 
cut bestowing a thought upon his own 


carriage, 


THE RATIONAL HUMOURIST. 109 


carriage, till Mrs. Hogarth (secing him 
splashed and wet) asked him where he 
had left it. 


„5 


A town much noted for an annval fair 
for the sale of Asses, had deputed the 
mayor to harangue their prince, who was 
preparing to enter it. A courtier in the 
prince's suite, perceiving his highness ra- 
ther tired with the unpolished oration, 
thought to divert him at the expense of 
the orator. * Pray,” said he,“ how did 


7 


asses sell last fair.“ The mayor, con- 
temptuously eyeing him from top to toe, 
rephed, “ those of your size and shape 
fetched about ten crowns.” He then 


went on with his speech. 


**... 


The following anecdote was related 
by Dr. Hunter. A lady in an advanced 


age, 
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acc, ad in a declining state of health 


went, by che advice of her physician, to 
tare lodings in Islington. She agreed 
for a suite ol rooms; but, as she came 
down stairs, remarked the bannisters were 
much out of repair, Observing. they 
must be mended before shie could thunk 
of coming there. Madam,“ replicd 
tie landlord, “that will answer no pus 
pose, as the undertaker's men, from 
che attic story, are continually break- 
ing the bannisters in bringing down 


9 


„the coffins.” The old lady was $0 

$Rocked at this funeral intelligence, that 

She immediately declined occupying tlc 
„ 

epartments. 


„6ꝙ—2—— p . 


La. 
* 


Ihe Emperor Theodosius, committing 
is sons to be instructed by the learned 
Arsenius, said to them, children, 11 
*« you take care to ennoble your souls 


EY 
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« with knowledge and virtue, I shall 
leave you my crown with pleasure; 
but if you neglect that, I bad ratier 
see you lose the empire, than hazarch it 
© in the hands of those who are unfit to 
« govern it: it is better you should suf— 
« fer the loss of it, than occasion its 
„ ruin.“ 


8 


Sir Francis Blake Delaval having mar- 
ried an extreme ugly lady, though very 
rich, was asked by his friends how he 
could think of marrying such a woman. 
Look ye, said he, 1 bought her 
„by weiglit, and paid nothing for fa-— 
shion.“ | 

„ I 9. 

Mrs. Wr:ighten being one day rather 
indisposed with a cold, her husbaud 
came into the parlour where she was 


actlsing 
Praci.o:ng 
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practising an air for Vauxhall, and oh. 
serving a phial of physic which she had 
before said she had taken, he flung it at 
her head with great fury. A gentleman 
in the neighbourhood, mentioning the 
cruelty of it some time afterwards to a 
friend, he very drily observed, he could 
not sce any great impropriety in the at. 
fair; Mrs. W. was singing, and Mr, 
W. only accompanied her with the 
d. 


. 


Francis the First, a pattern of litera- 
ture, was, one day on his return from 
divine service, presented, by some dis- 
tinguished poet, with an elegant hig ram. 


This the king read during dinner, and 


declared to those about him, that he had 
never been more agrecably feasted than 
by this epigram. One of the courtiers, 
hearing this declaration, hastened to the 

kitchen, 
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kitchen, and calling the cook to him, 
asked what the eig ram was that he had 
dressed for the king, imagining it some 
choice dis, The cook denying that he 
had sent up any new dish, the courtier 
was $0 provoked that he beat him; and 
the matter being brought before the king, 
he could not fail to laugh heartily at the 
Stupidity of the courtier. 


„. D 444 


An English officer being sent from 
the camp to the court, during a hard 
trost, had no sooner delivered his let. 


ters to the King, than the chamberlain of 
| the houschold appointed him a lodging 
in the palace, as he was to return to the 
camp the next day. But he refused it, 


saying, “it does not become me to sleep 


on a bed of down, while my general 
and my comrades have no pillow but 


the earth.“ 
| A certain 
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A certain monk playing at tenni; 
with Francis the First, against some lord; 
of his court, made one blow which de. 
cided the game in favour of the king, 
This prince much surprized said, “ 
„% famous blow for a monk.“ Sire,“ 
answered the monk, “you may make i 
«an Able 's blow, if it is your plea. 


«© sure.“ 


. 


When Marshall Tallard was riding 
with the Duke of Marlborough in his 
carriage, alter tie victory of Blenheim, 
« Nv lord duke,” said he, you have 
besten to day, the best troops in the 
„world.“ 1 hope,” said the duke, 
* you Cxcept those who had the honouur 
* of beating them.” 


1 446 


The late Dr. Howard collecting 
brief wich the parish-olficers of St. 


George, 


enn, 


lord; 
1 de. 
king. 
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George, Southwark, where he had been 
many years rector, called, among tne rest 
of the inhabitants, on a tradesman with 
whom he had a running account. To 
prevent being first asked for a settle- 
ment, he asked if he was not some tri— 
fle in his debt: on referring to the led- 
ger, there appeared a balance ot seven- 
teen shillings in favour of the trades- 
man. The doctor had recourse to his 
pocket; and pulling out some hallperce, 
a little silver, and a guinea, the trades- 
man eyeing the latter with some surprise, 
exclatmed, © Bless me, you scem to 
* have got a Stranger there.” * Indeed 
+ I have,” said the doctor, returning it 
very deliberately into his pocket, “ and 
before we part, we must be better ac- 
'* quainted,”” 


Mr. 


| 
| 


3 
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Mr. Locke having been introduced by 
Lord Shaftsbury to the Duke of Buck. 
ingham and Lord Halifax, these three 
noblemen, instead of conversing with 
the plulosopher, as might naturally have 
been expected, on literary subjects, in a 
very short time sat down to cards, Mr, 
Locke, after looking on for some time, 
pulled out his pocket-book, and began 
to write with great attention. One of 
them observing this, took the liberty to 
ask him what he was writing. * My 
lord,“ said Locke, “I am endeavour. 
„ ing, as far as possible, to profit by my 
present situation; for having waited 
„with impatience for the honour of 
„being in company with the greatest 
„ geniuses of the age, I thought I could 
% do nothing better than write down 
« their conversation, and indeed I have 
* set down the substance of what you 
„% have said tor this hour or two.“ This 


well- 


atest 
zuld 


Wn 


ave 
you 
This 
ell. 
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well-timed ridicule had its desired effect ; 
and these noblemen, fully sensible of its 
force, soon after quitted their play, and 
entered into a conversation more rational, 
and better suited to the dignity of their 
character. 


„ n. 
ANECDOTE OF VOLTAIRE. 


The late Empress of Russia once sent 
this celebrated genius a little ivory box 


of her own making. Voltaire, unwilling 


to be behind in etiquette, got his niece 
to instruct him in the art of knitting 
stockings, and actually finished the 
greatest part of a pair of white silk, 
when he became completely tired. In 
this state, however, he sent them to the 
Empress, with a charming poetical epis- 
tle, replete with gallantry, in which he 
told her, that as she had presented him 
with a piece of man's workmanship 

wrought 


| 
. 
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wrought by a woman, he held it his duty 
to crave her acceptance of a piece o 
woman's work in return, from the hand; 
of a man. 


NR 


A Spaniard travelling through a vast 
desert, met an Indian on horseback; as 
he was hkew:ise-an horseback, but fear. 
ed his horse would not be strong enough 
to go through the desert unwearied, lic 
would fain change horses with the In- 
dian. This, however, the Indian was 
very unwilling to agree to; and the Spa- 
niard seeing no other method left, deter- 
mined to claim the horse as one he had 
lost, and to refer his cause to a party 
whom he saw approaching with cheir 
chief at their head. When the Spaniard 
had told his tale, the Indian also begged 
to be heard: As this man,“ said he, 
(at the same time covering the horse's 


head 
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head with his cloak) * says he lost this 
„horse, no doubt he can tell which is 


his blind eye.“ 


The Spaniard, trust- 
ing to chance, and unwilling to be 


| thought to hesitate, replied immediately, 


« the right eye.“ The Indian returned, 


che is neither blind with the right eye 


and the horse was 
adjudged him, with a severe reprimand 
to the Spaniard. 


„nor with the left; 


p. 


Mr. Garrick was once present wich 


Dr. Johnson at the table of some noble 


man, where, amongst other guests, was 
one of whose near connections some dis- 
graceful anecdote was then in circula- 
ton. It had reached the ears of John- 
n, wo, alter dinner, took an oppor- 
tunity of relating it in his most acrimo- 
nious manner. Garrick, who sat next 
him, pinched his arm, trod on his toe, 


and 


| 
| 
| 
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and made use of other means to intcr. 
rupt his narration ; but all was in vain, 
The doctor proceeded, and when he had 
finished the story, he turned gravely 
round to Garrick, of whom before he 
had taken no notice whatever. Thrice,“ 
said he, © Davy, have you trod upon my 
* toe, thrice have you pinched my arm; 
„% and now, if what I have related be » 
« falschood, convict me, before the 
* whole company.“ 


„ 


The Marquis of Abercorn determining 
at least, in his own arrangements, to ob- 
tain punctuality from his visitors, invi- 
ted a large party to dinner. The card 
mentioned five precisely. His lordship 
found himself attended at that hour by 
a Single gentleman; he, however, sat 
down to dinner with him, and partook 


ot the first course. About six, his vi- 
sitors 


Mer. 
ain. 


had 


vely 
he 
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Sitors began to drop in; his lordship 
made no apology, they seated themselves 
in aukward conkusion, looked at their 
watches, and took dinner. The Still 
p 122 A * 3 
more polite part 0i the company arrived 
about $2027, and instead of dinner, were 


complimented with coffee. 


dee — 4+. 


7 * . 
When Mrs. Glynn made her entrée 
1 9 1 je 
as Lady Townly, soMe years since, in 
5 
Dublin, three high-bred women of fa- 
. ˙ m ˙ ˙²A Jo 
smuon in the stage-box, BrOSS1y insulted 
her, by talking loud, cou: 
e actress, greatly distressed, Stopped, 
| nad 4 4 l - * 1 . => - 
burst into cars, and retired.  TFne ladies, 
6 


unabashed, for a moment enjoyed their 


numph, when a great uproar ensued, 
and go on, go on, was heard from 


all parts ot the house. A young col- 


1 . a 7 
& benches in the middle of the pit, and 


TAHET 94 
CxCialimeyil 


ſeglan then suddenly jumped on one of 
1 


| 
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exclaimed to the audience,“ My friends, 
:*« who sit about me, are determined tlie 
„play Shall not go on, till those drunk 
* m4 in women's clothes leave the stage 
© box.” This address was umversally 
applauded, and being followed by 2 
Shower of oranges and apples from both 
galleries, the amazomans reared in the 
utmost conkusion, amitst the hisses of 


the spectators. 
2 — 


The famous miser Cutler. was extreme 
ly rich; but his àstonishing avarice de- 
prived him of any one comfort of life, 
He usually travelied on horseback, and 
quite alone, to avoid the superfluor 
charge of servam's food. Ol an even 
ing, when he arrived at any inn, he 
would feign sickness, as an. excuse 101 
wer. Ile would desire 


. 
Nat. Ordering A SU! 
OI 1 


Oetler to bring. lim a little Straw t 


5 
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put in his boots ; he would then desire his 
bed warmed, and get into it. When 
the servant had left the room, he would 
rise, and with the straw taken from his 
boots, make a little fre, on wich he 
would broil a- red herring, which he 
ever carried about him. He had always 
the precaution to furnishi himself with 
bread, and to make them bring him at 
first a bottle of water, and thus he fre- 


guentle supped at a tifline ex pense. 
4 3 "Y 
Og 


A magistrate having waited till Leo. 
pold, Duke of Lorraine, came out of 
his chamber, to solicit a place the Duke 
nad just given to another. His grace, 
unwilling to give him a flat refusal, 
only said.“ Rest content, sir, your friend 
has just obtained the Ne you have 
been soliciting tor him,” 


(; 2 A to- 
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A fore:gner went to one of our Ex- 


loth was necessary for a suit of clothes, 


ſs taylors, and asked how much 
cl 

ile replied, /welve yards. Astonished at 
the quantity, he went to another, wilo 
Said Seven would be quite sullicient. 
Not thinking of the exorbitancy even 
ot this demand, all his rage was against 
the first taylor; so to him he wem. 
How did you dare, sir, ask twelve 
„yards of cloth,“ said he, to make 
„ me what your neighbour says he can 
do for seven?“ Lord sir!“ replied 
the man, „ my neighbour can casily do 


„ . be has but Uiree children to cloatl!. 


5 
. Mt, . 3 
Q Þ Y 
Wi hag: bh 


— 


A custom has for many years prevail. 
d Devizes, of which the following 
niccdete is the foundation. A poo 
aver pas sing unough the place v it heut 


MONey 
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money, and without friends, being over- 
taken by hunger, applied for clarity to 
> baker, who gave him a loaf. Tie wea- 
ver made his wav to Coventry, where, 
after many years of industry. he made a 
fortune, and by his will, in remembrance 
of the above act, bequeathed a sum, in 
trust, for the purpose of distributing on 
the anniversary day, when he was so re- 
heved, a halfpenny loat to every person 
in the town, and to every traveller pass- 
ing through the town, a penny loaf. 
This will 1s faithfully administered ; and 
the Duke of Austria passing through the 
town with his suite on the day of distri- 
buting the Coventry-loaf, in their way 
from Bath to London, a penny loat 
was presented to each of them, lich the 
Duke and Duchess acceptcd, and par- 


took of with much pleasure at break - 
tast. 


G 3 A Cas. 
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A Gascon, who had been for some 
years in the service of Louis XIV. ob. 
tained from the king a gratification of 
fiitcen hundred livres. He went imme. 
diately to be paid by M. Colbert, who, 
Just at Iis coming, had sat down to din. 
ner. Notwithstanding, he passed boldly 
into the dining room, and asked which 
was Colbert. I am the person, said 
Colbert, “ what would you have ot 
«© me? „A trifle scarce worth men. 
tioning,” rephed the other, „a small 
order from the king for fifteen hun- 
% dred livres,“ M. Colbert, with his 
usual good- nature, desired him to be 
scated, and partake of their fare, Which 
the Gascon did without a second invita- 
tion. Alter dinner, he was directed by 
him to one of his clerks, who gave bim 
a thousand livres. The Gascon said 


there was five hundred more coming to 


5 


replied the other, 


„ hit 


him, Very true, 
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© but so much has been Stopped tor 
« your dinner.” 4+ Ods fish!“ retura- 
ed the Gascon, „ five hundred livres 
« for a dinner! I give but twenty sous 
at the cating-house, Take back your 
thousand; I will bring a friend tomor- 
« row and dine, and all will then be paid.” 
Monsicur Colbert so admired the fel— 
low's good-nature, he paid him the 
whole of the money, and did him many 


good oftices, 
- 
5412 - 


Dr. Henniker being in private con- 
versation with the Earl of Chatham, his 
Lordship asked him among other ques- 
tions, what was wit, according to his opi— 
nion. Wit, he replied, © my Lord, 
is what a pension would be, given by 
„your Lordship to your humble ser- 
** vant; a good thing well applicd.“ 


8 4 One 


— 
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One day, just as a French cfhcer had 
arrived at Vienna, the Empress knowing 
that he had seen a certain Princess much 
celebrated for her beauty, asked him if u 
was really true, that she was the most 
beautiful woman he had ever sc * 


9 * 


1 | , 
'* thought so yesterday,“ he replied. 
„ . 


Malek, Vizier of the Calif NIostadi. 
having gained a considerable victory ove: 
the Greeks, tock their Emperor prisoner. 
Having caused him to be brought before 
him in his tent, he asked him what treat- 
ment he expected from his conqueror. 
« It you go to war as a King,” replied he, 
„ 8nd me back to my dominions, it as 
% Merchant, name my ransom ; it as 
ea Butcher, cut my throat.“ He was im— 
mediately sent back without ransom. 


In 


4 0 


In 
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In one of the sessions of the last Par- 
lament, there had been an unusual num- 
ber of bills brought in by the Commons, 
which had been corrected, and amended 
by the House of Lords. Amongst others, 
a bill from the Commons, Io rectity 
a mistake in the sinking fund bill,” 
by Mr. Gilbert, to whom the public are 
much indebted for various plans lor the 
better care of the poor, houses of cor- 
rection, &c. The Earl Bathiurst went 
down in the usual form to receive the 
said bill; and, after listening with great 
attention to the message delivered by his 
friend (Mr. Gilbert) jocosely said to him, 
Lou have been a long time, Mr. Gil— 
bert, wishing kor a good house of cor- 
* rection, and I now congratulate you on 


++ 


having found one; for this house has 


9 


been nothing but a Nouse of correction 


* 


for the errors and mistakes of your 


* 


house this whole session.“ 


G5 Lord 


— 
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Lord Bottetot, in passing through 
Gloucester, soon after the cyder tax, in 
which he was very unpopular, observed 
himself burning in elligy; he stopped 
his coach, and giving a purse of guincas 
to the mob, said“ Pray Gentlemen, 1 
you will burn me, burn me like a 
«© Gentleman; do not let me linger; I 
„see you have not faggots enough.” 
This good-humoured speech appeased 


the people, who gave him three cheers, 


and let him pass. 
D 


A certain ccunsellor alike famous for 


1 . ö - * 47 14 * - 1 
his eloquence and covetousness, and wit) 
A us bt 11 Mn FE: . . 
zeldom considered the goodness of the 
— 17 * K */ 3 % ! 13 SEE — 
Cause pe und; FLO 4 POR ded 318 fer Was 


85 
Pproportionabie, Was ce nsulted by a no- 


* * . 44 * 
torious robber, who promised bim « 
- 
1 


* ' C25 
jarge reward, provided he got him cle: 


1 "EW I co of 
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ch ; the pleader managed co dexterously. 
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that le saved the rogue from the gallows, 
and the client, to shew his gratitude, 
hastened to his house as soon as he was 
freed, and paid him a thousand crowns 
The counsellor, in return for so generous 
a client, solicited the favour ot his com- 
pany to supper, and the night proving 
wet and dark, farther invited him to take 
a bed ; which offer he accepted. The 
guest arose in the middle of the night, 
found the way to the room of his hos- 
pitable host, and without ceremony, 
bound and gagged him, re-pocketed his 
thousand crowns, and broke open a 
chest, contaming much gold, with which, 
(after wishing him a good night) he 
inarched off in triumph. If we screen 
a villain at the expense of our con— 
SCLence, from law and justice, we merit 


no other return but ingratitude. 


(> 6 \ 


— — 
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Mr. Burke, in his juvenile days, was 
extremely fond of private acting. A few 
of his companions proposed that he 
should play Richard the Third, and 
having given him the part at a very short 
notice, he arose by times one morning. 
and walked down a lane adjoining his 
father's house, so intent on studying his 
part, that he did not perceive a filthy 
ditch before him, and had just uttered 


with heroic dignity, © Thus far we have 


! 9? 
[ 


“ got into the bowels of the land,“ when 


he found himselt up to his middle in thc 
mire. 


ene (—_—_——I ee 


Lady Ter mpest was tlie only person 
who had the least influence with that 


unfortunate misar Daniel Dancer, and 


tough she knew she sbould divide the 


1 


Þ 
bulk of his fortune with Captain Holmes, 


! 
* * 
«- 


Nc, 


C 
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she, with that gentleman, used every de— 
vice to make him enjoy the good things 
of this world, but in vain. She had, 
however, one day the pleasure of prevail- 
ing on him to purchase a hat (having 
worn his own for thirteen years) from a 
Jew for a slülling; but to her great sur— 
prize, when she called the next day, she 
5aw that the old caapear till covered his 
head. On enquiry, it was found that, 
after much Solicitation, he had prevailed 
on old Grifhths, his servant, to purchas 

the hat for eighteen-pence, for which he 
had given a shilling. One day her lady- 
ship sent him a present of some trout 
stewed in claret, which he liked above 
all things. It was frosty weather, and 
from lying by a night, was almost frozen 
to ice. As he was a martyr to the tooth- 
ache, he could not touch it, and to light 
a fire he thought expensive, tho', besides 
. gooo per annum, his riches were im- 


mense. 


—_ — 
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mense. As he generally in severe wea- 
ther laid in bed to keep himself warm, 
he had the fish and sauce put between 
two pewter plates, on winch he sat til 


they were sufhciently thawed. 


He never took snufl, for that was ex. 
travagant, but he always carried a snui!- 
box. This, probably, he would fill in 
the course of a month, by pinches ob. 
tained from others. When the box was 
full, he would barter the contents for a 
candle at a neighbouring shop; this 
candle was made to last till the box was 
full again, as he never suſſered any ligt 
in his house, except when going to bed. 
He scldom washed lis lace or hands but 
when the sun shone, and then he would 
go to a neighbouring pool, and use sand 
instead ot soap; when he was washed, he 
would he on his back, and dry limse!t 


in the sun, as he never uscd a towel; fo 


When 
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when dirty it could not be washed with- 
out expense. Since his death there have 
been jugs of dollars and slill:ngs found 
in the stable. At the dead of night he 
has been known to go to this place, but 
for what purpose even old Gritlths could 
not tell, thongh it now appears he used to 


rob one Jug to add to the other. 


** 4 — .. 


A physician who lived in London, 
visited a lady who resided at Chelsea; 
alter continuing his visits for some time, 
the lady expressed an apprehension that 
it might be inconvenient for him to come 
so far on her account. Oh! by no 
* ineans,” replied the Doctor, I have 
another patient in the neighbourhood, 
and I ahxrays set out, hoping to kill two 
birds with one stone.“ 


The 
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The Emperor Charles the Fifth used 
to unbend his mind in the socicty of a 
large baboon, which he had tauglit to 
play chess, a game the Emperor was re— 
markably fond of. One day the animal 
having checkmated the Emperor, he rose 
in a passion, and struck it so violent a 
blow on the head with the chess- board., 
that the blood flowed ; but, on recollec- 
tion, seeing the absurdity of his conduct, 
he soothed the poor animal, who was, 
with some dilhcuity, brought to be tami- 
liar with him. Some time after, the 
SORE invited the baboon to his fa— 
Vourite amusement, when the animal 
again played a checkmate ; and, recollect- 
ing the Emperor's anger on a former 
occasion, he sprang from his seat, and 
hid himself under the table, from which 
he was enticed but by the greatest per- 


suasion. 


Lui 
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Louis D' Eon, on finding himself in 
che agonies of death, after having re— 
ceived the last sacrament, he sent for his 
daughter, Mademoiselle la Chevaliere 
D' Eon; and, on her approaching the 
bed to take her final leave, he took her 
by the hand, and said in a most tender 
tone of voice, * Ne vous inquictez 
point, ma fille, il est aussi naturel de 
* mourir que de vivre. Je quitte une 
„ mauvaise patrie, pour aller dans une 
bonne. Jai donné tous mes soins 
pour vous apprendre à bien vivre, II 
faut que je vous apprenne a bien mou- 


, - 23 
1 * . 
ils 


He then gave her his blessing, 
and expired. 


*. p.. 


When some charge was brought 
against Mr. Foote, to which he proved 
an alibi, his friends advised him to pro— 
secute for perjury. * I'll do it,“ said 


Ile, 


E „„ — % —— ˙ 2 
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he, „for J am certain the scoundrel has 
been egg d on by the Duchess of King. 
„ ston, and I know no better method of 
„ggg him off, than by having lim 


stand in the pillory.““ 
1 — 2 


The trades: nan of a certain great man, 
having dunned him a long while, he de- 
sired las servant one morning to admit 
the taylor, who had not been so constant 
in his attendance as the rest. When he 
made bis appearance, My k friend,“ said 
he to him, “I think you are an honest 
fellow, and I have a great regard foi 
* you, therefore I tell you plainly, you 
© will never get a farthung from me: $ 
„ now go home. and mind your busi- 
ness; as for the others, they are a set 
* of vagabonds, for whom I have no 
** affection ; so they may lose as much 


time as they chuse in calling on me. 


IG 
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It is amusing to consider the number 
of English names that have any meaning, 
how low ein general is their origin. What 
can be more offensive to a delicate ear 
than Mangy, Belcher, Gorge, Trollop, 
Hussey 7—many take their names from 
the lowest tradesmen or mechanics ; such 
as, Smith, Mason, Gardener, Pacher, 
Dyer, Turner, Taylor, Cook, Cooper, 
Carter, Draper, Glover, Barber, But- 
cher, Tiler, Plumber, Painter, Car- 
penter ; almost all kinds of birds, beasts, 
and fishes, are to be found among us; 
as, Buck, Stag, Hind, Fox, Hart, Pan- 
ther, Hare, Wolf, Bull, Lamb, Bullock, 
Duck, Drake, Sparrow, Rook, Gosling, 
Crow, Hawk, Kite, Heron, Crane, Par- 
rot, Partridge, Woodcock, Widgeon, 
Shrat, Herring, Crab, Whiting, Sal— 


mon, Oc. The four points of the wind 


are used as sirnames: East, Mist, North, 
and South. All the colours in the rain— 
bow 


[ 
{ | 
: 
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bow are appropriate:! to the same pur. 
POS: as Green, Black, Scarlet, Gre), 
brown, Mitte. Even the niticrent parts 
of our habitation turns} us wich no in. 
considerable number: wo have Garden, 
Vall, Tall, Court, Kitchen, Garret, 
Chambers, Mood, Stone, Lock, yr 
Street, Lane, Sc. We have also 1 , 
RAeadows, Hill, River, Lale, Pool, 
Pond, Dyke, Hedges. We have Rich, 
and Poor; Sharp, and Blunt, Long, 
and Mort; Small, and Great; Ialicer, 


and Rider. We have a great number 


J 


formed by adding gon to the usual chris. 
tian names of men; as Nichardson, 
Dickson, Rovertson, Fackson, Folin- 
gon, Thomson, Robinson, Davidson, 
Charleson, Harrison, Benson, Millia . 
CO» £9. 

505, nA Co 


cede (REIN 45s 


Dr. Saunders some time since going 


to his country house in his carriage, was 


delayed 
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delayed by a turnpike- man, who refused 
to take the sixpence offered, saying it 
was a bad one. The doctor looked at it 
again, told him it was a very good one, 
and bade his coachman drive on. The 
turnpike-man directly seized the horses 
reins, when the coachman whipped him 
most unmercifully till he was obliged to 
let go his hold. Dr. S. being known, 
an action was immediately commenced, 
but put aside in two courts by the elo- 
quence or interest of the defendant. 
However, it was renewed in another, 
against the coachman. Here the plain- 
ti T obtained a verdict of F. 30 damages, 
but when he came to Dr. S. thinking he 
would pay for his servant, he found, un- 
kortunately, that the coachman having 
fallen sick during che action, had been 
put under the care oi a /riend of his mas- 
ter's, ho had put him safe under ground, 
tree days betore, 

When 
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When Fenelon's library was on fire, 
God be praised,” said he, it is not 


1 


the dwelling of some poor man 


1 — . 


When Fenelon was almoner to Louis 
XIV. his Majesty was astonished to find, 
one Sunday, instead of a numerous con— 
gregation, only him and the priest. 
« What is the reason of this ?““ said the 
King, I caused it to be given out, 
Sire,“ replied he, “ that your Majesty 
did. not attend Chapel to-day, that you 
„ might know who came to worship 


„God, and who to fatter the King.” 
. 


ANTIPATHIES. 

Erasmus, though a native of Rot 
terdam, had such an aversion to fish, 
that the smell of it threw him into a 
fever. Ambrose Pare mentions a gen- 


tleman 


fire, 


Not 
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leman who could not see an eel without 
ſainting. Joseph Scaliger, and Peter 
Abono, never chuld drink milk. Car- 
dan was particularly disgusted at the sight 
of eggs. Uladislaus, King of Poland, 
could not bear to se apples. If an apple 
was Shewn to Chesne, secretary to Fran- 
cis the first, his noze would bleed, from 
excrtion to restrain his displeasure.— 
Henry the third, ot France, never could 
sit in the room with a cat. M. de Lan- 
cre, in his Tableau de Inconstance de 
toutes choses, gives an account of a very 
brave officer, who never darcd look at a 
Mee, unless he had his sword in his 
hand, it would so territy him. Some 
persons Cannot bear to sce spiders, when 
it is well knoten others cat them as-a 
luxury. The plulosopher Chrysippus 
had such an aversion to be reverenced, 


that if any one bowel to hun, he would 


tall down, 


Gustavus 


a.» 


— — 
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Gustavus Adolphus's father, Charles 
the Tenth, Whose reign was marked wil: 
cruelty, killed Banier's father. One 
dav, when Gustavus was hunting with 
young Banier, he requested him to quit 
the chace, and ride with him into 
wood. When they came to a thick pen 
of it, the king having alighted from lis 
horse, said to Banier, „ Your father was 
* a victim to the cruelty of mine. II 
*« you wish to revenge his death, kill me? 
immediately; if not, be my friend tor 
ever.“ Banier, overcome by his {ce!. 
ings, and astonished at his magnanimity. 
threw himself at his feet, and swore etcr 
nal friendship for him. 


„„ ID 


Bishop Hough being much beloved by 
the gentry and clergy of his diocese, his 
hospitable table was much frequented. 


A neighbouring gentleman used often to 


V1S!! 


THE RATIONAL HIUMOURIST. 145 


visit him with his lady, she happened to 
dine tiere once, when very near lying— 
m. At dinner, Soup was served up in a 
When 
home, she was, or pretended to be, much 
The huh; 


i, 4 and, 


! ; 4 5 bs 
noble silver - trreen, se came 


. y * ' 
WINCH Sposed, 410 Was 


very aftectionately attentive to Her, re- 
es 2 ted Carine SUV 10 nove if INC long 4 
| : | 

or an V thing, Or Wilat Was the cause of 


her illness. She said she Was ashameg 
to own 1 1. but she longed for the Silver 
mureen She had scen at 


He would have nrevaile, 


ave put aside such an unreatnable 
10ught, but she continued for some | 
zo much aeranged; and ruffled. t(liat lie 
consented to go to the Bishop, and ac 
quai 4 him Wit! It. Ho 1 80 reluct— 
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with any thing in his power, rather than 
have any ill attend her, and sent the tu 
reen immediately to Bag W110 received 1 
with the greatest joy, and returned he 
most grateful thanks. When she had 


lain in, and got pretty well again, the 


Buer wrote a very polite letter, in 
by b — Y oy iv; £ a - . . 
which, after congratulating her on hav. 
a - $ ” Kran | » oa RIAL. [ \ ] * en 
Ing 146 redet, 1 Pe UESICH SING YO! 
TIL. ; ys re 8 41 p ed f . 
return Tie turen, 3 OEC 01 


ET: : 
back, assuring her, whenever she was 


a condition to long for it again, it should 


be at her service. 


*-* —— 2 


A very abusive satirical libel, in ver 
against James the Fust, and some ot t! 
nobility and geniry, being brought to! 
Majesty, he desired to hear it read: in 
short time, he shewed evident marks 
discomposure; bit, as the reader pr 


4 4 } \ / . ' * 1 . * f * 9 
I ded. the 881 Os U OWLS NBiCIt 


Cl. 


Ban 
il. 
d it 
ne 


had 
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chers, as usual, get up Ho 
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cute, the King often exclaimed, that 
10 5 8 | * 4 * * 
were there no more men in England, 
gla: 
the rogue should hang for it ; 


ty 


Dut 
 \ n le * % . N 3 
coming to the two conciuding | 


ines, 


Now God preserve the King, the Queen and 
Peers, 
And grant the Ay 


" L "= * 5 . 1 - ? 
Or long may Wear lis cars. 


1 5 3 * 111 E's ver 9 
mey pleased the King so well. that he 
broke into a fit of laughter, and said. 


By my soul! and so thou Shalt, for me: 
ore of } 2 
lor though a bitter, thou art a very 


Witty knave.“ 


+ + 14 


—— ͤ— 


When Captain Grose first went over 
40 Ireland, his curiosity led him 


1 . . 1 
every tang in the capital wort! 


gi £4 


4 
1. tha CPC \Y} EI OO Ab [ 10 * * 1 TY n e 
ele COUl Se () ins Perambblatlons, 18 
IE, , 11 
ene evening strolled into the principal 


4 


usual cry of 


HN 2 „What 
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„What d'ye buy ? What d'ye buy?“ 
Grose] arried this for some time, by say 
ing, he did not want any thing. At last, 
a Butcher starts from his stall, and eye— 
ing Grose's figure from top to bottom, 
which was not much unlike the idea we 
form of Dr. Slop's, exclaimed,“ Well sir, 
ugh you do not now want any 
« thing ; only Say you buy your mcat ol 


me, and YOu will make my fortune. 


- 925. 


— 


Two gentlemen of high birth, the one 
a Spamard, ant the other a German, 
having rendered Maximilian the Second, 
many great services, they each, for re- 
compense, demanded tus natural daugh— 
ter, Helena, in marriage. The Prince, 
who entertamed the highest repect tor 
both, could not give either the preler- 


n 3 1, 
ence, and, after much delay, he told 


1 "yg va 5 Rs SY : 1, 3 * 
them, that lrom the clatms they both 


1 
had 
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had to his attention and regard, he could 
not give his assent for either of them to 
marry his daughter, and they must de- 
cide 1t by their own power and address : 
but as he did not Wisi to risk the loss of 
either, or both, by suffering them to fight 
with offensive weapons, he ordered a 
large bag to be brouglit, and he who was 
successtul enough to put his rival into 
it, Should have the Damsel. This strange 
trial of skill, was in the presence of the 
whole Imperial court, and lasted near ati 
hour. At length, the Spaniard yielded, 
and the German, when he had lim in 
the bag, took him on his back, and 
placed him at the Emperor's feet, for 
which exploit he obtained the hand of 
the beautcous Helena. 


de — 


Dean Swift being once on a journey, 
attended by a servant, they put up at an 


H 3 | Inn, 
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Inn, where they lodged all night; in the 
morning, the Dean calling for his boots, 
te 5rvant took them to him uncleaned. 
« How is this, Tom?” said he, my 
« boots are not cleaned. No, sir,“ 
said Tom, © as you were going to ride, 
© I thought they would soon be dirty 
again.“ © Very well,” returned the 
Dean, “go and get the horses ready.“ 
In the mean time the Dean ordered the 
landlord not to let Tom have any break- 
fast. When the servant returned, the 
Dean asked if the horses were ready, 
and on being told they were, desired 
Tom to bring them. ** I have not yet 


79 


had my breakfast, sir; said Tom. 
No matter for that,“ said the Dean, 
(looking at his dirty boots) “ if you had, 


vou would soon be hungry again.“ 


The Dean and Tom set out Shortly at. 


; and as they rode, the Dean took out 


{1 hot 5 
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a book and began to read. A gentleman 
met them, and seeing the Dean reading, 
was not willing to disturb him; so asked 
Tom where his master was going. We 
« are going to heaven,” said Tom. 
« How. so,“ replied the gentleman. 
© Why, sir,“ said Tom, “ master is 
„praying, and I am lasting, so I think 


© we are in the right road.“ 
„A — . 


Dr. Balguy, a preacher of great ce- 
lebrity, after having preached an exce!- 
lent discourse at Winchester Cathedral, 
the text of which was, All wisdom is 
„ sorrow,“ received the following ele- 
gant compliment from Dr. Wharton, 
then at Winchester school. 


Ii what you advance, dear Doctor, be true, 
That © Wisdom is sorrow,“ how wretched are you, 


H 4 The 
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The archbishop of Dublin, Craddock, 
having been suddenly taken ill, and then 
as suddenly recovered, received the fol. 
lowing letter from Lord Buckingham. 
Shure, then Lord Lieutenant, who had 
not once sent to inquire after him during 
his illness. 


« My Lord, 


| The inquirics of a Lord Licu- 
tenant, after the health of an archbishop, 
miglit be deemed equivocal ; but his $1n- 
cere Congratulations on the recovery of 
a respected friend cannot be misinter 
preted, 


„ B.“ 
* 


. . 4. 


Mr. Locke, in a letter to Mr. Bold. 


tells him, * 1 have lost many ideas by 


„their Shipping out of my mind. Lord 
« Bacon says, he advises a man never to 


9 * Fo 


THE RATIONAL HUMOURIST. 13 


go without pen, ink, and paper about 


him, to write down the tlioughts of 
* the moment. I must own I have often 
omitted it, and often repented it. The 
* thoughts that come unsought are com- 
„ monly the most valuable, and should 


be secured, because they seldom re— 


- 


turn.“ 


NR 


Larne * ON e 
A clergyman being once among 2 
company or Young folks who were di— 
* "» * x * dees gy 1 t . » R 
ting LICMSCLVES Witt te innocent 
amuscment ol riddles and puzzling 


. , 9 Y 1 3 | > 
questions, was unwilling to disturb ti: 


. y * : * ng — C_ * Wa 
tranquillity of the bapp? Part! ; by omit- 


ung in his turn to propose some enigma 


* * * $6 o 1 1 92 SY % 4% * 
or conundrum. He therefore, aiter- a 
Oo * 3 > * | * Levy +) 4a 1 I! FX. 
minute * Pause, AS KC LON SY © ow ITO N. 
ing question: „ What will ſifteen ne- 

4 4 


Zroes come to, supposing them wortin 
a 4 


) 1 
4 # "CS. a6 - » 4 * — 7 U % - , 5 1 * 
* #85 pe! man! Out Caine all A 
7 = +4 
45 vencils 
/ 1 
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pencils in a moment, and the sum wa, 
soon calculated. The good clergyman 
having much praised their cleverness, 
thus addressed them. My dear clul. 
„ dren, I am unwilling to damp your 
pleasure by a serious rekection at a 
* time like this; but if you had atten- 
e tively considered my question, von 
would doubtless have replied with a 
„ $19h ; conscious, that let their value be 
ever so great, they will all come 4o— 
« dust. 
„2. 
A CONVERSATION BEL WEEN ORATOR 
HENLEY AND AN ATTORNEY, 

Attorney. I remember the man wel! 
I think te went to the West Indies, 
and settled at Ceylon, in one of our 
islands. 

Henley. In the first place, Ceylon 
15 no island of ours; and in the next, 
not in the West Indies, but in the 


East. 


1 1 
A2 257 


* 
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Attorney, I deny that. 

Henley. More shame for you; a bo; 
of ten years old knows it. 

Attorney. Well, I thank God I know 
nothing of East or West, I am no grea: 
geographer. 

Henlcy. Then you thank God fo! 
your ignorance. 

Attorney. Angry.) Yes, I do. 

Henley. You have then much to be 
thankful for. 


n 


One morning, Otway happened to call 
upon Dryden, (who liv ad opposite to him 
in Fetter-Lane,) at breakfast time; but 
was told by his servant, his master was 
gone to breakfast with the Earl of Pem- 
DIOke:. 4 Very eg said Otway, 
tell your master I will call to-morrow,” 
The next © Ng 15 called, according 
to his promise. Well, is your mast. 

II 6 g af 
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„ at home nous?“ 


Said he to the «ct. 


ant. No sir, he is gone to breab fas. 
„with the Duke of Buckinghamshire,” 


said the servant. 


Otway, whether actu— 


ated by envy, pride, or disappointment, 


then took up a piece of chalk, which 


lay on the table, 


- 


1 


door, as he went out 


! 


alli Wrote Over 


9 


tlue 


« Here lives Dryden, a poct and a wit.“ 


* 1 1 {+ a Wa he _ | 
the nana witine, and told 


l oe ; | „ PETIT | 
10 880 10 i tu GA 5 


> 


A 8 3 FF 
CONHNATLT 10 Dread! 
i 


/ 


11 


1 * 
ast with. him; in ti: 


. 3 5 3 1 1 

2 n 7 4 * * * — . - * — * 1 

11e nest mor hing Dryden recognize 
f * 4 


1 
tie scrvant 


id desire bh; 


1 


4 


mean time ne wrote Linn the same Pie 


( * * 
1 » 11 23 * * - k YE ) > 
91 Cha Ny LOLCTIIC. 


i Here lives Dry don 


5 
t Otway's line of 


„ 2 poct and a wit,“ 


Inis Was Written by Oiway, site. 


SY Me 3 n 
eld him he mie 


932 


4 
| 


1 1 * 4 
breakfast to himself 


— 
« 


4A 


1 
12247 P * 6 
: VY © * 4 ww 5 


Y- © 8 1 | 
. ” >> " - -1 * 8 
u keep his wit and L: 
« 
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CURIOUS DERIVATION OF THE WORD 
CUCUMBER. 


The word cucumber is derived from 
the Saxon, cucumherbe: cucum signify— 
ing quick; and herba, berb, Called 
so from its coming up so soon aſter the 
sowing OL if i that IS, within two or three 
days, if the sceds be stecped and prepa- 
red belore-hand, otherwise in seven 

days at farthest. Ihe similarity of its 
appellations in Various languages is wor— 


ties notice. 


In Belge, or low Dutch — Koncommer. 


f ver- Cucumren. 
Teutonic, Gernian, or hi Dusch 5 e n e 
0 Cucùmern. 


French „ „„ Concombre 
italian nee. ws, Noe 
Cohombro. 
Spanish VVV « Coxomiro. 
4 Coumbro. 


wow 


Ir f . i N ; : \ © UC nl 


— « 


4 SUCMNCT, 


Wen 
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When Lord Melcombe's name was 
plain Bubo, he was intended by the ad. 
ministration to be sent ambassador to 
Spain. While this matter was in con- 
templation, Lord Chesterfield met him, 
and touching on the proposed embassy, 
told Bubb he did not think him by any 
means, a fit person to be representative 
of the crown of England at the Spanish 
court. Bubb begged to know the ground 
of his objection. _* Why, said his 
lordship. “ your name is too short; 
* Bubp! Bub Do you think the 
** Spaniards, who pride themselves in 
„the Icugih of their titles, will suppose 
* a man can possess any dignity or im- 
e portance, with a name of one sylla- 
ble, uhich is pronounced in a second! 
No, my friend, you must not think 
of Spain, unless you lengthen your 
* name.” Bubb desired to know how 
that could be done. Lord Chesterfield, 


"} 10 9. 
Pai 51 
— 
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pausing a moment, exclaimed, * I 
„it! what do you think of calling your- 


© self Silly-Bubb ?” 


.. 


Lully, on performing his grand“ Te 
«© Deum, on the recovery. of Louis 
XIV. met an accident that brought him 
to his grave. In beating time with his 
loot, he struck his toe so violently, that 
a swelling ensued, and his physician ad- 
vised him to lose his toe, and presently 
alter, his leg. His confessor assured 
bim, that if he did not burn the music 
of his new opera, te would not give 
lim absolution. Weh reluctance, the 
penitent pointed to a drawer, which con- 
tained some airs of his Achilles and Po. 
Iixena. There father,“ said lie, take 
„them and burn them.“ Lully soon 
after, grew better, and thought himself 


out of danger. One of the princes ol 
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the blood, who was extremely fond ol 
his music, paid him a visit, and re. 
proached him for burning his newopera. 
„ Ny lord,” said Lully, Whispering the 
prince, + I knew what I was about, I 


have another copy. of it.“ 
. 
Mrs. Piozzi, one evening reading in 
her closet, was much alarmed at seein; 


the candlestick suddenly jump off the 


table, and a hissing fire run along tlie 


* * "Is 1 * p 
floor, which, alter a short time, lelt a 


piece of paper much burnt on tlie 
ground. She sat considering, for some 
little time, what could be the cause o 
the event; she knew the doors and win- 
dows were fast, and that there was no 
other way by which fire could enter, 
than down the chimney ; but that any 
Ng irom thence could have struck the 
C41141e off the table in so strange a man- 


le. 


44 


— — 


1 
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ler. was almost impossible. After she 


[ 
i 


ad wearied herself to no purpose with 
ellection, she rang the bell. When 
the servant was told what had happened, 
he begged pardon for having by mistake 
given a mould candle with a gunpowder 
squib in it, winch was intended to make 
sport in the kitchen on a_ rejoicing 


Wo 
Ec „ 
, D. 


A sailor on board a ship of war being 
frequently drunk, the Captain assured 
him, the next time he was guilty of that 
ollence, he should be severcly whipped; 
and at the same time forbad the purser, 
and indeed all in the ship, letting him 
have any liquor, Shortly alter, the 
fellow appeared very drunk. How he 
got the liquor, no one could guess. The 
Captain resolved to find out and punish 
the person who had thus disobeyed his 


W(zers 
( 8, 
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orders, promised to forgive him, it he 
would tell from whom he got the liquor. 
After some hesitation, he hiccupp=<d out, 
« Why, please your honour, I teppetl 
„ the Governor ;*” by which he meant, 
he had stolen some of the arrack in 
which the body of an East-India Gover- 
nor was bringing homie in the ship for 


mterment in England. 


8 


Dean Swift knew an old woman of 
the name of Margaret Styles, who was 
much addicted to drinking. Though. 
frequently admoniched by him, he one 
day found her at the bottom of a ditch, 
with a bundle. ot sticks, with which, 
being in her 0 way, she had tumbled 
in. The dean, after severcly rebuking 
her, asked her, Where slie 5 woht of 
„going to?” (meaning after her death.) 
6 T'll tell you sir,“ said she, “ if you'll 

help 
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ug 
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help 
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„help me up.” When he had assisted 
her, and repeated his question.— Where 


„ where's the best liquor, to be sure.“ 


8 24 — 9 


A country squire having pceriormed 
tend in town, received a letter acknow- 
edging the favour, and promising to 
Send him an Equivalent, He, seeing a 
long word beginning with an E, and 
ending with a ?, thought of course, the 
present intended was an Elephant. Big 
wich expectation, and having at the time 
some improvements to make, he built a 
very commodious shed, with every ne- 
cessary appendage, which was just fi- 
nished, as the arrival of a couple of bare 


rels of oysters explained the mistake. 


Frede ric 


* Sw _- 
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Frederic Morel was translating Liba- 
nius, when some one came and told him 
his wife was very ill, and wished to 
speak with him. * I have only two pe- 
© r10dsto-translate,”” said he, and 
& then I will come and sce her. A se- 
cond messenger informed him, she was 
at the point of death. * I have but two 
„ words more; said he, return to 
„ her, I shall be there as soon as you.“ 


1 


3 ö 4 
A third servant now came in with the 
tidings of her death. am very sorry,“ 
he exclaimed, “ she was a good wo— 


„% man! 


922 .. 


Alexander Kellet, Esq. who died not 
long since at Bath, was a man of abili— 
ties, which he often employed in wha: 
is called humbugging the public. One 
of his marvellous stories was of a French. 
surgeon at Georgia, who, being taken 
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prisoner by the Indians, who had learned 
of the French to lard their provisions, 
determined to lard the first Frenchman 
they could catch, and roast him alive; 
but during tlie operation, when the man 
was halt bacon'd, they were surprised 
by an enemy, when the surgeon made 
his escape into the woods, and lived 
many days upon the bacon he had in his 
skin. 


„.. 


On the window ot an inn was obser- 
ved the following lines in four lan— 
Lllages. 


= 


3 
In questa casa trouver te, 
Toul ce qu'on peu! SOUNUNRCT 
Vinum, Pancnm, PISCCS, Carnes, 


* 4 % 1 7 4 5 % } % x # 3% 13 «. * 
Coaches, Clialst *3 HLIOTSCS)0 harness. 


About thirty vears ago, two brothers 
went to Jameica: they were by trade, 


blacksmaths. 


166 THE RATIONAL HUMOURIST. 


blacksmiths. Finding, soon after thei: 
arrival, they couid do nothing without a 
little money to begin with, but that with 
sixty or eighty pounds, they might be 
able, with industry, to get on a little, they 
Lit upon the following novel and ingeni— 
ous expedient. One of them strippet tlie 
other naked, shaved him close, an: 
blacked him from head to foot. This 
being done, he took him to one of the 
negro-dealers, who, after viewing and 
approving his stout athletic appearance, 
advanced eighty pounds currency upon 
the bill of sale, and prided himself on 
the purchase, supposing him to be one 
of the finest negroes on the island. The 
same cvening, this new manulactured 
negro made his escape to his brother, 
washed himself clean, and resumed his 


former appearance. Rewards were in 


vain offered in hand-bills, pursuit was 
eluded, and discovery, by care and pre- 


* 17.472. 
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The 


brothers with the money commenced bu- 


| ; 
caution, rendered impracticable. 


Sincss, and actually returned to England, 
not Many vears since, with a fortune of 


several thousand pounds. Previous, 
however, to their departure from the 
island, they waited upon the gentleman 
from whom they had received the money, 
and recalling the circumstance of the 
negro to his recollection, paid him both 


principal and interest with thanks. 


wes cum” . 


9 {Ft 


A poor man in Paris being very hun- 
7-3 


ory, stalt! 80 long near a cook's shop, 
„. ) 1 


? ! 1 \ yy ov , - 1 - 42 
Where they Were dre sing meat, that his 


4 = s 1 4 * » 7 T1 * 
tomach M IA cl 


satisſied by the 
smell of it. The choleric cook demand- 
ed payment toi bis breakfast; the poor 
and the controversy was 
man who should pass 
(ion of the cause, he 


gravely 
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gravely decreed, that the man $houw!: 
jingle his money between two plates 3, 
long as he had staid; and thus pay the 
cook's ears, tor the benefit his de had 
recewed. | 


D 


In a dispute between a Frenchma:; 
and an Englishman about inventions, the 
Frenchman claimed precedence.“ Wh; 
„% now,” said he, © the ruffle for in- 
© Stance ; We invented that most ele- 
*« gant and fashionable ornament.” © A. 
« greed, replied the Englishman; but 
% far more merit belongs to the improve. 
„ ment we have made on it: we have 
added a $1274.” 


cp (Ee 


An Englishman being in France, th: 
master of the house told him, whatever 
would be 


he wanted brov oht him. 


e Only, 


on! 
O 
The 
ink, 

ne W. 
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only,“ said hie, * dites le.“ He added, 
if you would cat, say 9½ ; and when 
„zou Would go any where, say or, 
The Enylishman soon after wanting pen, 
ink, and paper, said, /e, le.. When 
ne wanted dinner, he cried out ** quo, 
«*quor, And wishing to ride out, he 
dawled out, o, o %. No one. an- 
wering either of these summonscs, he 
ew at the master in a rage, Have I 
+ not, said he, knave! cried out Ze, 


, * 1 * i * , - *%l . wk * . 
gui, and ou, and all to no eflect : 
———rů— — 


Lord Bacon says, past scenes are ge- 
1rally remembered with a solemn sad— 
ess, caused by the thought that the time 
„ gone witch will never return :—Our 
aus must be well and profitably Spent, 
it we would remember them with plea- 


1 v* fv 
SY * 
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There is a traditional anecdote con- 


cerning Mr. Boyle, that he used to have 
it sometimes inscribed over his door, 
« Mr. Boyle is not to be spoken with, to- 


« dav.“ 


in one who was often engaged in pro- 
cesses of the utmost importance, and 
which required an unremitting attention.“ 
Indeed, if literary men in general could 


lind a rational method of preventing the 
11terrnption of needless morning visu. 


ants, it would be of service to the prose. 


cution of many useful designs. 


„ 


After the battle of Senct, which the 
Conde had, 1664, against the 
trince oi Orange, he went to pay his 
respects to the King. Louis XIV. hap- 


pening to be on the top of the stair-case 


ﬀ reat 


"chen the Prince was going up, who 


moved Slowly on account of his gout, 


„ I beg 


This was certainly very proper 
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] beg your Majesty's pardon,“ said he, 
* for making you wait.” * Do not hur- 
ry yourself, Cousin,“ replicd the King, 
* no man can walk fast, so loaded with 
laurels as you are.“ 


So —ů— 2 


Bishop Latimer having one day 
preached before King Henry the Eighith 
a Sermon which had displeased his Ma— 
jesty, he was ordered to preach again on 
the next Sunday, and to make an apology 
tor the offence he had given. After 
naming his text, the good Bishop thus 
began his sermon. Hugh Latimer, 
*« dost thou know before whom thou art 
„this day to speak? To the High 
«and Mighty Monarch, the King's 
Most Excellent Majesty, who can take 
away thy life if thou offendest ; there- 
fore take heed that thou speakest not a 
„word that may displease, But then 

12 „consider 
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—M 


consider well, Hugh, dost thou not 
„ know from whence thou comest, upon 
*© whose message thou art sent? Even by 
the great and mighty God! who is all. 
present; and who beholdeth all thy 
ways; and who is able to cast thy sou! 
into Hell, therefore take care thou de- 
liverest thy message faithfully.” He 
then proceeded with the same sermon he 
had preached the preceding Sunday, but 
with considerably more energy. The 
<Crmon ended, the court were full of ex- 
pectation to know what would be the 
fate of this honest and plain-dealing Bi— 
«hop. After dinner, the King calls tor 


Latimer, and, with a stern countenance, 


asked him, „ How he dared be so bold 


as to preach in such a manner?“ He, 
falling on his Knees, replied,“ His duty 
% his God, and his Prince, had en- 
* forced lim thereunto, and that he had 
„merely discharged his duty and his 


* 


6 Conscience 
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conscience in what he had spoken.“ — 
Upon which, the King rising from his 
scat, and taking the good man by the 
hand, embraced him, saying, “ Blessed 
„be God, I have so honest a servant!““ 


„. D. 

A painter being employed to represent 
some Cherubim and Seraphim in a coun- 
try church, made them with very long 
melancholy faces, and being asked his 


reason for so doing by the rector of the 


parisgh, answered, “ I have your own WI. 
„words for the propriety of it, have J | | 
not heard you say, a thousand times, 

that Cherubim and Seraphim continu— Il! 
ally do cry ?” } 


*. | | | 
| Most of the fulleving related by the late Lord Orferd. . Rf 
Lord “& being out of town, his house | 
was left in charge of a female scrvant, \} 
| 


Ihe plate was lodged at the banker's. A 
— 13 letter I By 
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letter came, to say that his Lordship would 
be in town on such a day, and desired the 
plate might be got ready the evening be. 
fore. The Servant took the letter to my 
Lord's brother, who said, there was no 
doubt of the hand-writing. The banker 
expressed the same certainty, and deli. 
vered the plate. The servant being ap- 
prehensive of thieves, spoke to their but. 
cher, who lent her a stout dog, which 
was Shut up in the room with the plate. 
Next morning a man was found dead in 
the room, his throat being torn by the 
dog; and, upon examination, it proved 
to be my Lord's brother, — The matter, 
however, was carefully hushed, and a 
report spread that he was gone abroad, 


— 8“ 
Mr. Pennant was a most ingenious and 
plcasing writer; his tours display a great 
variety ot knowledge, expressed in an en- 
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gaging way. In private life, I am told, 
he had some particularities, and even ec- 
centricities. Among the latter may be 
classed, his singular antipathy to a wig ; 


which, however, he could suppress till 


reason yielded a little to wine, for when. 


this was the case, off went the wig next to 
him, and into the fire, Dining once at 
Chester with an officer who wore a wig, 
Mr. Pennant became half-seas over; a 
friend, however, placed hiinself between 
them to prevent mischief. After much 
patience, and many a wistful look, Pen. 
nant started up, seized the wig, and threw 
it into the fire. It was in flames in a 
moment, and so was the officer, who 
drew his sword. Down stairs ran Pen- 
nant, and the officer after him, through 
most of the streets in Chester, but Pen— 
nant escaped from superior local know 
ledge. A wag called this, „ Pennant's 
* tour through Chester.“ 


] 4 Once, 


— — — 
r end 
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Once, walking in his grounds, the 
good effect ot the passengers on a foot- 
path beyond, was observed as figures in 
the landscape. Nr. Walpole answered, 
True, I have no objection to passen- 
gers, provided they pass.“ 


BD (+ mmm 


A $tupid story, or idea, will sometimes 
make one laugh more than wit, I was 
once removing from Berkeley-square to 
Strawberry- lil, and had sent off all my 
books, when a message unexpectedly 
arrived, which fixed me in town for 
that afternoon. What to do? I desired 
my man to rummage for a book, and he 
brouglu me an old Grub-street thing, 
trom the garret. The author, in sliecer 
17n0rance, not humour, discoursing on 
mne difficulty ot some pursuit, said, that 
even it a man had as many lives as a 

* Cat, Nay, as many lives as one Plu- 


2 a rel, 
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« farch is Said to have had, he could 


„not accomplish it.” This guid pro 
quo, Surprised me into vehement laugh. 
ter. 


„ 


Lady *** is fond of stupid stories. — 
She repeats one of a Welch scullion- 
wench, who, on hearing the servants 
Speak of new moons, asked, gravely, 
what became ot all the old moons. 


„22. 


The Duke of Orleans, the Regent, 
had four daughters, distinguished by the 
names of the four cardinal sins. A wag 
wrote on their mother's tomb, “ Cy gist 
„ L'owivete,) © Here hes Idleness.”” 
VWhich, you know 1stermed the mother of 
all the. vices. 


1.3 Air. 
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Mr. Gosling, a clergyman, of Can. 
terbury, was, I am told, the writer 
of an admirable parody on the noted 
grammatical line, 

« Bifrens atque Custss, Boi, Fur, Sus, atque Sacerdot.“ 
It runs thus, 


Bifrons, ever when he preaches ; 
Custos, of what in his reach is, 
Bos, among his neighbours wives; 
Fur, when gathering lus tithes; 
Sut, at every parich feast; 

On Sunday, Sacerds;, à Priest. 


4. 


The Countess of Suffolk had married 
Mr. Howard; and they were so poor, 
that they took a resolution of going to 
Hanover betore the death of Queen Ann, 
in order to pay their court to the future 
royal family. Such was their poverty, 
that having invited some friends to din- 
ner, and being disappointed of a small 

remittance, 


te 


I 
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remittance, she was forced to sell her 
hair to furnish the entertainment. Long 
wigs were then in fashion; and her hair 
being fine, long, and fair, produced 
twenty pounds. 


„2 ! 


Charles II. hearing a high character ot 
a preacher in the country, attended one 
of his Sermons, Expressing lus dissatis. 
faction, one of the courtiers replied, that 
the preacher was applauded to the skies 
by his congregation. ** Aye, vbserved 
the King. I suppose As nonsense Suits 
„Hei honsense.“ 


„. 


Regularly after break fast, in the sum- 
mer season at least, Mr. Walpole uses 
to mix bread and milk in a large bason, 
and throw it out at the window of Lis 
sitting- room for the squirrels, who $007, 

I 6 alter 
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alter came down from the high trees to 
enjoy their allowance. This instance of 
tameness and confidence led to one more 


remarkable; related by Mr. W. 


0 


When I visited the old Earl of Pem- 
broke, at Milton, he would always before 
dinner, cut a slice of bread into small 
dice, and spread them on the chimney- 
piece of the dining-room. I was sur- 
prised at this ceremony, till I saw a 
number of mice creep from invisible 
crevices, and partake of the Earl's unusual 


hospital! it v. 


* .. 


Fontenelle was very deaf in his old 
age, and was always attended in com- 
pany by his nephew, a talkative, vain, 
young man. When any thing remark— 
able had escaped Fontenelle's auditory 


Der. 
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nerve, he used to apply to his nephew, 
What was said?“ The coxcomb would 
often answer, „ Uncle, I said.” 
„ bah!” was the constant retort of the 
philosopher. 


* — 


William, Duke of Cumberland, gave 
promises of talents that were never ac— 
complished. One day he had given 
some offence to his roval mother, and 
was remanded to the confinement of his 
chamber. After what the Queen thought 
a Sufficient duration of his punishment, 
She sent for him. He returned in a very 
zullen humour. What have you been 
doing?“ said the Queen, Reading.“ 
« What book ?“ The New Testa- 
„ment.“ Very well; What part?“ 
Where it is written, —“ Woman! Why 
troublest thou me? 


Sir 
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Sir John Germain, ancestor of Lady 
Betty Germain, was a Dutch adventurer, 
who came over here in the reign ot 
Charles II. He had an intrigue with a 
Countess, who was divorced, and mar. 
ried him. This man was so ignorant, 
that being told that Sir Matthew Decker 
wrote St. Matthew's Gospel, he firmly 
believed it. I doubted this tale very 
much, till I asked a lady of quality, his 
descendant, about it, who told me it was 
most true. She added, that Sir- John 
Germain was, in consequence, so much 
persuaded of Sir Matthew's piety, that 
by his will he left two hundred pounds 
to Sir Matthew, to be distributed among 
the Dutch paupers in London. 


„ 

A married French lady, who had an 
intrigue, insisted on having her lover's 
portrait, He remonstrated on her ab- 

surditv, 


ti 
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surdity, and said it would be proclaim- 
ing their amour. Oh,” said she, 
but to prevent a discovery, it shall not 
« be drawn like you.” 


OY — . N 


When Lord Townsend was secretary 
of state to George the First, some city 
dames came to visit his lady, with whom 
She was little acquainted. Meaning to 
be mighty civil, and return their visits, 
she asked one of them where she lived. 
The other replied, near Aldermanburx. 
« I hope,“ said Lady Townsend, the 
« Alderman is well.“ 


*. 7, 


A certain Earl having beaten Anthony 
Henley, at Tunbridge, for some imper— 
tinence, the next day found Henley 
beating another person. The peer con- 

gratulated 
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gratulated Henley on that acquisition of 
spirit. O, my Lord,” rephed Hen- 
ley, © your Lordship and I know who 
6'to beat. 


83 


Lord William Poulet, though often 
Chairman of the Committees of the 
House of Commons, was a great dunce, 
and could scarce read. Being to read a 


bill for naturalizing Jemima, Duchess of 


Kent ; he called her Jeremiah, Duchess 
of Kent. 


* 


Having heard south walls commen— 
ded for ripening fruit, he shewed all the 
tour sides of his garden for south walls. 


A pamphlet called, The Snake in 


the Grass, being reported (probably. 


in joke) to be written by Lord William 
Poulet, 
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Poulet, a gentleman abused in it sent him 
a challenge. Lord William protested 
his innocence, and that he was not the 
author, but the gentleman would not be 
satisfied without a denial under his hand. 
Lord William took a pen and began : 
„This is to scratify that the buk called 
„the Snak'— Oh, my Lord!” said 
« the person, * am satisfied; your 
„ lordship has already convinced me 
« you did not write the book.” 


„ 22. 


The Duchess Dowager of Bolton, 
who was natural daughter to the Dake 
ot Munmouth, used to divert George 
the First, by affecting to make blun- 
ders. Once, when she had been at a 
play called“ Love's last Shift,“ she 
called it, La dernière chenuse de l'a— 
* mour.“ 


Another 
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Another time she pretended to 
come to court in a great fright; and 
the King asking the cause, she said she 
had been at NIr. Whiston's, who told 
her the world would be burnt in three 
years ; and so she was determined to go 
to China. 


„„ 


„ will give you,“ says Lord Orford, 
© what I call the king of bulls. An 
„Irish Baronet walking out with a gen- 
„ tleman, who told me the story, was 
met by his nurse, who asked charity, 
« The Baronet exclaimed vchemently, 
*« I will give you nothing, you played 
* me a Scandalous trick in my infancy.” 
The old woman in amazement, asked 
him what injury she had done him, 
He answered, * I was a fine boy, 
and you changed me.” In this bull, 
even personal identity is confounded. 


A great 
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A great inundation having taken place 
in the north of Italy, owing to an ex- 
cessive fall of snow in the Alps, 
lowed by a speedy thaw, the river 


carried off a bridge near Verona / except 
the middle part, on which was the house 
of the toll-gatherer, or porter I forget 
which, and who, with his whole family, 
thus remained imprisoned by the waves, 
and in me danger of destruction. 
They were discovered from the banks, 
Stretching forth their hands, screaming, 
and imploring succour, while fragments 
of this remaining arch were continually 
dropping into the water, In this extreme 
danger, a nobleman, who was present, 
held out a purse of a hundred sequins, 


as a reward to any adventurer who would 
take boat, and deliver this unhappy fa- 


mily, But the risk was $0 great, of 


being borne down by the rapidity of the 
Stream, of being dashed against the frag- 
ments 
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ments of the bridge, or of being crushed 
by the falling stones, that not one, in 
the vast number of spectators, had cou- 
rage enough to attempt such an exploit, 
A peasant passing along, was informed 
of the proposed reward, Immediately 
jumping into a boat, he, by strength of 
oars, gained the middle of the river, 
brought his boat under the pile, and the 
whole family safely descended by a rope. 
Courage,“ cricd he, © now you are 
„sale,“ By a still more strenuous et- 
tort, and great strength of arm, he 
brought the boat and family to shore. 
Brave fellow!“ exclaimed the noble- 
man, handing the purse to him, „here 
is the proinised recompense.*”” © I 
shall never expose my lite for money,” 
answered the peasant, “ my labour is a 
„ $n{hcient livelihood for myself, my 
wife, and children; give the purse to 
this poor family who has lost all.” 


Durin g 


81 
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During the recent unpleasant situation 
ot aflairs in Ireland, a watch-word was 
required of every passenger after a cer- 
tain hour; with liberty for the centinel 
to interrogate at will.—A poor harmless 
Lrislunan travelling from Kilmainey to 
Kilmore, being asked concerning his 
place of departure, and place of desti— 
nation, answered, to the astonishment 
of the inquirer, “1 have been to kill- 
„ many, and am going to kill-more.” 
„That you shall not,” said the centinel, 
and immediately run him through with 
his bayonet, 


„ 2 


SERIOUS EFFECT FROM A TRIVIAL ERROR 
IN SPELLING, 


A gentleman, whose orthography was 
not always entirely correct, Wrote to ls 
correspondent in the East Indies, to send 

him 


—— — wu 
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him 7% monkies with all possible haste. 
He had a pleasant country seat, and he 
intended them as play-things for his chil- 
dren, to divert them in their retirement, 
He waited in daily expectation (after an 
interval of a few months,) of their arri— 
val; when one evening, to the great joy 
of the children, a waggon stopped at 
the gate. A letter being delivered, was 
read aloud as tollows:'—* Sir, as there 
was not accommodation for more than 
50 monkies, on board the first vessel, I 
Send them with all possible expedition, 
and you may depend on receiving the 
remaining 50 by the next conveyance.” 
The correspondent had in his haste 
interpreted the word too as 100; but 
the mistake was past remedy ; the little 
animals flocked in shoals over the garden 
and house, in spite of the repeated la- 
mentations of the unfortunate scribe; 
and garrets, chamber, and cellar, un- 
derwent 
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derwent a thorough rummage, by this 
little army of savages, before they were 
Subdued by the united force of the fa- 
mily. I nced not add, a letter was dis- 
patched with all speed, to prevent a se— 


cond supply. 
9 


The Editor of the Rational Humourist 
thinks he cannot better conclude the 
Prose department, than by the following 
anecdote, extracted from the Rev. Mr, 
Lyson's © Environs of London.” 


„The following account of a Canada 
goose is so extraordinary, that I am a- 
ware it would with difficulty gain credit, 
was not a whole parish able to vouchi 
for the truth of it. The Canada geese 
are not fond of a poultry-yard, but are 
rather of a rambling disposition. One 
of these birds was observed, however, 

O 
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to attach isclt in the strongest and most 
altectionate manner to the house-dog, 
would never quit the kennel, except for 
the purpose of feeding, when it would 
return again immediately. It always sat 
by the dog, but never presumed to go 
into the Kennel, except in rainy weather, 
Whenever the dog barked, the goose 
would cackle, and run at the person she 
supposed the dog barked at, and try to 
bite him by the heels. Sometimes, she 
would ehdeavour to feed with the dog; 
but this, the dog, who treated his faithful 
companion rather with indifference, would 
not suffer. The bird would not go to 
roost with the others at night, unless 
driven by main force, and when in the 
morning she was turned into the field, 
she would never stir from the yard- 
gate, but sit tliere the whole day in 
sight of the dog. At last, orders were 
given that sue should be no longer mo- 


lested, 


— — —- — 
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lested, but suffered to accompany the 
dog as she liked. Being thus leſt to 
herself, she ran about the yard with him 
all night; and what is particularly cx. 
traordinary, and can be attested by the 
whole parish, whenever the dog went 
out of the yard, and ran into the village, 
the goose always accompanied him, 
contriving to keep up wich him by the 
assistance of her wings, and in this way 
ok running and flying. followed him al! 
over the parish. This extraordinary at. 
tection of the goose towards the dog, 
which continued til] his death, {two years 
alter it was first observed), was supposed 
to have originated from his having ac- 
cidentally saved her from a fox in 
the very moment of distress, While 
the dog was ill, the goose never quitted 
him day or night, or even to feed; an 
it was apprehended she would have been 
Starved to death, had not orders been 

K given 
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ven for a pan of corn to be set every 
ay close to the kennel. At tlus time, 
the goose generally sat zn the kennel, 
and would not suffer any one to ap- 
proach it, except the person ho 
wought the dog's, or her own lood. 
The end-of this faithful bird was melan- 
OLE for, when the dog died, she 
wid still keep possession of the ken— 
wy and a new. house dog being intro- 
aced, which in size and colour resem- 
1 the former, the poor goose Was 
happily deceived; and, going into 
ne Heu mhabſtant 
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FNMENCH ANECDOTES, &c. 


WHICH WOULD: MATERIALLY . FAIL IN 


EFFECT BY TRANSLATION, 


EUX > 8 + 71 - CO 3 ' 
DEU] predicateurs prechoient dans 


4 
_ 


la meme Eglise, dont l'un avoit une 
voix tres forte. Ouelqu'un dit, que la 
a:llerence entre le predicateur du ma 
tin, et celui du soir, Stoit que le pre- 


Parthian 7 5p 1 1 2 f 
+ PICCUOLICNE yo dien, I. ;Ccond ber 


1. 227. 


* 1 
Une des anagrammes les 


% 


I 
reuses et les plus justes, est celle qu'on 
a mise en réponse a la question que fit 
Pilate a Jesas Christ, quid est veritas ? 
Ces trois mots sont rendus lettre pour 


KN 2 lettre 
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lettre par cette anagramme, e vr q itt 
adest. 


„ .. 


Un Paysan qui avoit un proces an 


* 
[<3 


chez le premier président de ce parle: 


8 Eo N Rep wind 3 
ement de Bourdeaux. Sn ent 


ment, pour lui presenter un placet. Ce 
paysan cton dans un autichambre, qui 
attendoit depuis trois heures. Enhu le 
premier président vint à passer, Ct tt 

ra ce Paysan fort attemif a Cons 

un portrait ou il y avolt quatre P. au 
bas, qui signiſioient, Pierre Ponlac, 
Premier President. Eh bien! mon 
„ami, ' lui dit ce magistrat, que pense. 
© tu que désignent ces quatres lettres?“ 
Monseigneur,“ lui repondit le Pay- 
san, il n'est pas difficile au bout de 
* trois heures, d'en deviner ['explica- 
„tion; elles signifient, Pavwre platdeur, 
% prends patience,” 


La 
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La Cacophonic est un vice d'élocu— 
tion produit par la rencontre de plusicurs 
mots d'où 1] resuite un son desagreable, 
En voici un instance. Un magistrat, 
en ordonnant, pendant les guerres civiles 
de Paris, qu'on tendit promptement une 
chaine dans uue rue, cri, © Ou'attend- 
** on dont tant? que ne la tend-on dont 


"3 
© tot ? 
NN $40 


Quelqu'un, pour se moquer d'un pro- 
vincial, cherchoit a lui faire des ques- 
tions singulières. II lui demanda un 
jour en compagnie ; ** Qu'est-ce qu'une 
obole, une laribole, et une parabole?“ 
Le provincial, sans se d&concerter, lui 
répondit: “ Une parabole est ce que 
vous n'entendez pas; une faribole est 
„ce que vous dites; et une obole est 
ce que vous valez.“ 


K 3 On 
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On peut encore citer comme une ana- 
gramme heureuse, celle qu'on a imagi— 
nde sur le meurtrier de Henry III. Frere 
de Jaques Clement. Ces lettres com- 
binées, portent, ** c'est {*enfer qui m'a 
ere.“ 


DD 


On jouoit un jour une tragedie don 
les deux premicrs actes, on n'avoit vu 


paroitre aucun personnage de femme. 


Mais au commencement du troisième, 
deux princesses, chacune avec sa confi- 
dente se présenterent sur la scene. On 
entencdit aussi-töt du milieu du parterre 
une voix aigre et peręante, qui Cria : 
Quatorze de dames, sont ils bons?“ 
Je n'en fallut davantage pour exciter une 
tisée gënërale, et empé cher que la pièce 
ne "Te achevet 


C)11 
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On raporte que la nremicre fois qu 
4 A 1 1 

10 * IP * + - * * 88 % * * & * * ** * 

Pon representa ** Argelie, de IAbeille. 

. . ? 0 19 — ! 0 

Factrice chargee d'un roie de princesse, 


Etant demeurce court apres avoir 1c 
ce vers 


« Vous sbuvient-il, my sœur, du ſeu Roi mon perc?! 
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Une princesse vouloit, par honnetet« 
dire quelque chose a une jeune dam 


K 4 venu 


venue pour lui faire sa cour, Elle lu 
cdlemanda combien elle avoit d'en fans. 
© Ten ai trois,“ lui rependit cette dame; 
A un quart-d'heure delà, cette princesse 
dont l'attention n'ëtoit pas beaucoup OC- 
cupee par un pareil entretien, demanda 
une seconde fois, combien clle avoit 
1 7 «6 > . " * * 
d'en fans! omme je n at pas accon- 
***che,", lui repondit elle, depuis que 
1 4 7 4 _ 4 5 falt In _ > ” [ 129 le 
VOUus IT AN CZ QIL onde l! 0 — Ille 3 
** demander, je n'en ai encore que trois.“ 
Cette reponse libre et plaisante, reveilla 
l'attention de la princesse, qui ne man- 
quoit pas d esprit, et la jeune dame ex. 


recut mille amities. 


6 * 4 ** 


Le commandeur Fourbin de Janson 
tant à un repas avec le celebre Boileau, 
entreprit le turlupiner sur son nom. 
Quel nom,“ dites-il, „porte vous- 
la?! * Beileau.“ „ Pajmerois bien 
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4 Built: Srie Sonnet to a Loſi- stic ; extracted from 


5 e WE 5 WY OP 15 
a Very fileasant ie 1nNG&VC, called {1 %YEMIA. 


' 1 g +} , 18 . © #%\ p . 5 
Straight remnant of the spiry bucken bongh, 


nit oO er the streamiet Wont perchance quake 


— 


Thy many twinkling leaves ; and, bending low, 
A 1 . : * 2 1 5 5 a . 11. * 
Behold thy wlnte rind daneing on the 1as 
P +! * 9e * % F\ . « | ' 1 l, 
How doth thy present state, poor SOCK ; Awake 


My pathos ; for, alas! een stript as thiop, 
- 


May be my beating breast, if e'er forage 
Philisto this poor heart, and break his vo- 

So musing, on I fare With many a sigh, 
And mcditating then, on umés long past, 

To thee, torn pole! 1 look with teariul eye, 
As all beside the floor-$0il'd pil thou rt cast,; 


. 
1 * 


And my sad thoughts, While! behoid thee tr iti, 


4 «2 „ 3 
Turn on the twistings ef this troublous wore ; 


EPIGRAM. 
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EPIGRAM, 


On reading the Story of Ulysies' Excafie from * 
Hrens. 
When Emily, sweet maid, appears, 
More dang'rous Charms surprise; 
What then avails to stop our Ears, 


* 
* 


. Unless we shut our CyCs 


2 45 


—— — oo 


By cakcs of wonirous tor: e, the worms to Kinn . 
A scornſul ear the wiser sort impart, 

| And laugh at Vagus's pretended art; 

But well can Vagus what he boasts, perform; 


For man, as Job has told us, is a 20977, 


6 . 


An odd Haying misnffulied. 


One, who when ask'd could not comp!x, 
M. ; 8 * 8 3 F Y v 14 { 4 » IF? 
0 Fxctaim'd, „I've other 1 9 1 
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A Frenchman, who o'crheard the $2441 
Soon misapply'd it, tis odd way in: 
« vould do that vich you do vish; 


« Put I must go and ry some fist. 


5 — . .. 


, » Fo M 4 * 7 bg 
A Rejits 70 (41 ol Saris, 
* - - C4 


© Handsome is he that handsdome doth. 


] 


Can't one be good and handsome both 


— — 


A P, 4 Th of (low J. 


* 
* 


A pair of gloves, though you my fair, 


White sleeping chose to take; 
I'd willing lose another pair, 
But, come when I'm awake. 
So plain an argument as this, 
Who can rciuse to take? 
Asleep you only waste the Kiss, 
»Tis not so when awake. 
Who can the sweetest Kiss discorn, 
Asleep, though ten you take? 
Rut who would not a kiss return, 


When given him awake ? 
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| Cre! at jest 
2 CY ? % 1 % ? : ! 
[ 141 250 * 4 U 1 11 * } 3 % C2 1 
Becomes-a public jest. 


In Drury's lobby, Tom and Dick, 
Puil'd cach the other's nose; 


Yet it or Tom or Dick was riglit, 


Pray who the devil Knows. 
„Jam a Gentleman,“ cried Dick ; 

« And so, quoth Tom, “m 1.“ 
Tach strove to hide his rembling heart 


7? , 4 0 1 1 , » 7 9 1 4 
While cach roam'd out, Lou lie. 


— Ä > a 


4 1 ry 4 3 k ks 5s 
witils CK » * 1 $$ | YL 4 LOKI LOT 
»# 
©, * 1 1 1 "= 
4+ > i 1 ON, ”' 4 1 Jil * 1 i 8 3 


. © P x $ » ni 1 [ , 1 * */ * 
Dick knit his black patrician brow, 


breeches. 
O Now 
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Now if this palsicd twain should cet, 
Impell'd by common $nvers :; 

It cither, or if both were shot, 
Pray who the devil cares: 


„2er. 


' 4 1 2 1 
On the Tall mn fle / VICE of (7:11, 
Says Parson to Toby, © I'm sheck' d at the signt, 
So often your spirits are sinking ; 
& Ir. riot, and folly, so much you delight, 
6 


« And still take such pleasure in drinking 


Says Toby to Parson, “I'Il puzzle you quick; 
Of this paradox shew me the merits ; 
« Gin no is so clean, that tho' sometimes Im sick, 


« I am gayest when full of %% ⁰⁰hẽ,σ 
„. 
REPA RTEE. 


A buck chanc'd to mcet a young beautiful maid, 
Her check like the rose in full blossom array'd; 
And said, wich significant nod, 
(Wnile drawing her veil with great boldness aside), 


« By G- d! ma'am you're painted! * tis true,” 
She replicd; 


23 


by 'T <— d 


« I am indecd painted 
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A Lad; onde told me, and in her own house 
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BY. DR. AIK IN. 
O friend of Human kind! benignant sage 
Whose clear sagacious thoughts so oft has quell'd 
The rage of dire disease; whose ample mind 
Drew its rich stores from Nature's genuine £curce ; 
May grateful Medicine, sorrowing for her luss, 
Thy memory ever cherish ; may thy name 
From Nature's votary call the tender sigh, 
As musing, *mid thy favorite plants he roves. 


— 


* This was inscribed on a stone in the garden of 
Charles White, Esq. at Sale, near Manchester, neat 


z flower called Linnxus Fothergilia. 
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Of Five Families out of Sir, 


V ho in Town discontent with a good situation, 
lake MARGATE the place of their summer migration 
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IN A SERIES OF POETICAL FPISTLES, 
TH NOTES 
AND OCCASIONAL ANECDOTES, 


Non ego mordaci distrinxi carmine quenquam 


Nulla venenato est litera mista joco. O: 1» 


Nor scandal dread, nor fulsome panegyric, 
*Tis harmless, and but playſully satyric. 
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